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  Vol. XX, No. II       December 2006 

               A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra    
  

 The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4 
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their directors.  This 
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community 
support. 

 

FOTO SUPPORTS COMPOSER 
COMMISSIONING PROJECT  

Wendy Buehl, director 
 Oregon Middle School orchestras  

Leyla Sanyer, director 
 Oregon High School orchestras  

 
The Oregon Middle and High School 

Orchestras have received an Arts-in-

Schools grant from the Dane County 

Cultural Affairs Commission and the 

generous support from the Friends of 

the Orchestra for their "Commission: 

Possible in Oregon" project. 

Internationally known New 

York composer, Eric Ewazen will 

compose a work for high school 

string orchestra, and Michigan 

composer, Catherine McMichael will 

complete a piece for middle level 

string orchestra. These pieces will be 

premiered 

in May 2007 when each composer 

will visit for a 2-day residency.  

Hopefully publishers will be interested 

in publishing these works.  

 

 

 

During the rest of the school year, 

students are getting class time to 

work on their own compositions. The 

high school orchestras have begun 

composing collaborative suites and 

the middle school orchestras will be 

studying the use of ostinato in their 

own work. This is a very exciting 
opportunity for our string students.  
 

FOTO Contact InformFOTO Contact InformFOTO Contact InformFOTO Contact Informationationationation    
� To donate money, please send a check 

made out to Friends of the Orchestra to 
Sue Mielke, 1546 Trusler Circle, 
Oregon, WI, 53575. 

� To join the board, contact Lisa Webber 
(lisa.webber@charter.net). 

� To become a building rep, contact Kate 
Hughes howiepat225@aol.com. 

� To volunteer to sell concessions, contact 
Robin Potter  
(rlpotter@facstaff.wisc.edu) 

 
Also, check out our great website at 

www.oregonfoto.org 
for more information about FOTO. 
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Need a Gift Idea for that  
Special String Player? 
 

 
Here are some ideas from the Oregon 

Orchestra faculty: 
 

♫ Music stand (Hamilton black or 
folding...lots of fun new colors) 

♫ Cleaning supplies (specially formulated 
for string instruments)...cleaner/polish, 
soft cloth, peg compound 

♫ Gift certificate for sheet music and 
supplies from Ward Brodt 

♫ Gift certificate for CDs from Barnes and 
Noble 

♫ Ticket to a concert - 
Check out the local arts section of the 
newspaper 
Overture Center box office  
Madison Symphony Orchestra website 

      www.portalwisconsin.org  
♫ Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. $24 
♫ Metronome - the Sabine "Metrotune" is 

both tuner and metronome, approx $34 
♫ Software for writing music on the 

computer:  PrintMusic ($69.95 on their 
website) or Finale ( around $600)  : ) 

♫ New instrument and/or bow (Eastman)  
Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) or Charles 
Pinckney (442-0416).    
In all cases let student choose an 
instrument in your price range and/or 
check with teacher for advice ... we love 
to help!! 

♫ Look into composite or carbon fiber 
bows...they're more durable than 
inexpensive wood bows and worth the 
money. 

 
 
 
 

Violinists 
♫ Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets 

and case cover) 
♫ Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits 

better in cases) 
♫ Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and 

ensembles: Joshua Bell, Midori, Itzhak 
Perlman, Nadia Salerno-Sonnenburg, Gil 
Shaham, Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, any  
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, 

      Minnesota, etc. 

Violists 
♫ Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets 

and case cover) make sure to measure viola 
for good fit 

♫ Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits 
better in cases) 

♫ Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and 

ensembles: Kim Kashkashian, Eric Shumsky, 
Walter Primrose, Patricia McCarthy, Emerson 
Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from 
Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc. 

Cellists 
♫ Rosin (Jade or Hill) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and 

ensembles: Yo Yo Ma, Jacqueline Du Pre, 
Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell, Eroice Trio, 
Emerson Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra 
from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc. 

   Bassists 
♫ Wheel for endpin of bass - check with Henry 

Boehm at the Bass Workshop in Madison 
♫ Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and 

ensembles: Gary Carr, Edgar Meyer, Mark 
Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron Carter (jazz), any 
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc. 
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FOTO board meetings are open to everyone. 
They are held in the high school orchestra 
room at 7:00 p.m. 
Please note the future meeting dates:  
 
January 4, 2007 
February 5, 2007 
March 7, 2007 
April 12, 2007 
May 30, 2007 (Dinner with Directors) 
 

 
 
OREGON ORCHESTRA 

DIRECTORS: 
 

OHS -- Leyla Sanyer, 835-4403, 
les@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 
OMS -- Wendy Buehl, 835-4819, 
wjb@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 
RCI -- Margaret (Maggie) Fenske, 835-
4721, maf@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 
PVE -- Adele Mann, 835-4262, 
akm@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 
NKE/BKE -- Rebecca Eggerichs, 835-
4195, rle@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

  

Girl’s Basketball Concessions    
UPDATE from Robin Potter - 

The response for volunteers for 
basketball concessions has been 
exceptional this year.  We have many 
dedicated experienced families that 
have volunteered along with some new 
families as well.  Thanks to all our 
volunteers.  The only games that we 
still definitely need workers for are 
January 20 and January 30.  If you 
want to volunteer but have not gotten 
around to it we can still find a spot 
for you.  It is a lot of fun! 
 
Thanks also to the families who have 
sent cash donations, which are used to 
buy some of the food and supplies 
that we need for concessions. So far 
7 families have contributed more than 
$100.  Their generosity is greatly 
appreciated.  However, this is less 
than half of the money that we raised 
from donations last year.   
 
If your family is able to contribute 
either money or time working in the 
concession stand,  please call Robin 
Potter at 835-3007 or mail a check 
made out to FOTO to Robin at 5475 
Marie Rd, Oregon.  Check the FOTO 
website and click on the basketball 
player for more detailed information. 
 
THANKS!! 
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UPCOMING CONCERT DATESUPCOMING CONCERT DATESUPCOMING CONCERT DATESUPCOMING CONCERT DATES    
*Please Note: Some dates may change.  Watch 
for communications from directors. 
 
December 11, 2006 6:30 p.m. 
Brooklyn Orchestra and Choir 
at Brooklyn Elementary 
 
December 12, 2006 7:00 p.m. 
RCI Orchestras & Choir 
OHS PAC 
 
December 14, 2006  7:30 p.m. 
OHS Orchestras 
OHS PAC 
 
December 19, 2006 6:30 p.m. 
NKE & PVE Orchestras & Choirs 
OHS PAC 
 

HURRICANE RELIEF FUNDED BY 
OHS ORCHESTRAS 

The 2005-06 OHS Orchestras raised 
enough money to sent $1500.00 to Billy 
Ulmer, Director of the Gulfport 
Mississippi orchestra program last 
month.  He will use these funds to 
purchase a bass for the middle school 
orchestras there.  The school roof was 
blown off during the visit from Hurricane 
Katrina over a year ago and many of the 
string instruments inside were destroyed.   
 
As part of their spring fund-raising 
efforts last year, the OHS orchestras 
agreed to donate a certain amount of their 
profits to this worthwhile cause.   
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Reps Update 

 

We are close to filling all of the spots 
needed for the Building Reps at each 
school.  We will continue to contact those 
of you who have mentioned that you 
were interested.    
 
Building Reps assist the Orchestra 
directors before each concert with 
organizing the students and their 
instruments before they perform.  Also, 
the Reps organize, purchase and serve the 
treats at their last Concert/Recital at the 
end of the year.  FOTO provides the 
funding for the treats.   
 
If you are interested in helping out with 
this volunteer opportunity or have any 
questions, please contact Lisa Webber at 
lisa.webber@charter.net or  
Kate Hughes at howiepat225@aol.com.   
 
Volunteers for this school year are: 
 
Brooklyn Elementary -Cindy Whip 
 
Netherwood Knoll - Melissa Hansen 
 
Prairie View Elementary - Linda Syth 
 
Rome Corners Intermediate-  
 5th Ellen Kursel 
 6th Celeste Jend 
 
Oregon Middle School -  
 7th Karen Weber 
 8th Chris and Andy Nytes 
  Linda Syth 
 
Oregon High School - Kate Hughes, 

Ellen McAllister, Laurie Riss 
 
 


