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Vol. XXIII, No. II                       December 2009 

A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra    
 

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra 

students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide 

support to their teachers.  This mission will be accomplished through fundraising, 

volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.  

Tis the Season ... 

  for Concerts  

December 8 RCI Orchestras &Choirs   7 pm at PAC 

December 10  OHS Orchestras    7:30 pm at PAC 
December 14 BKE Orchestra & Choir    6 pm at Brooklyn 
December 15  NKE/PVE Orchestra & Choir 6:30 pm at PAC 
 
  The Oregon Middle School Orchestras 
  began  the “marathon" of end-of-the-year concerts 
  on Tuesday November 24th. The students played 
  music that focused on contrast in music. This 
 contrast included music with a wide range of dynamics, 
music that changed from minor to major keys, music that 
included different musical colors such as added instrumental 
special effects and percussion instruments, music that included 
three different Irish tunes that varied in their character, music 
that included contrasting movements, and music that created 
very different moods.    
 

The students brought their best focus and energy to the concert 
and did a fabulous job. And now we are on to learning new 
music in small ensembles for our February recitals! 
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““““Invitation to theInvitation to theInvitation to theInvitation to the     Dance Dance Dance Dance””””at the Madison Symphonyat the Madison Symphonyat the Madison Symphonyat the Madison Symphony    
RCI 5th graders and all the 4th grade classes attended the 
Madison Symphony Orchestra Fall Youth Concert "Invitation to 
the Dance" on Tuesday, Nov. 24. Students traveled by bus to 
Overture Hall in Madison and experienced a wonderful hour of 
symphonic music, chamber music, instrument demonstrations, 
and dancing.  
 

Students were also treated to a fascinating demonstration of the 
Overture Hall Organ and a performance by the young artist 
competition winner Leslie Huang, playing Saint-Saens' 
Introduction & Rondo capriccioso for violin. The concert 
included two dance selections from the Nutcracker Ballet, 
Weber's Invitation to the Dance, one movement from Handel's 
Organ Concerto, the "Berceuse and Finale" from Stravinsky's 
Firebird Suite, and "Danza final" from Ginastera's Estancia: Four 
Dances. 
  
Many of the students said they liked hearing the 8th grade soloist 
and hearing the different instruments of the orchestra being 
demonstrated. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
"Teaching music is not my main purpose. I want to make 
good citizens. If children hear fine music from the day of 
their birth and learn to play it, they develop sensitivity, 
discipline and endurance. They get a beautiful heart.” 
   
  - Shinichi Suzuki, Innovator of the Suzuki Method 
 

5555thththth    Grade Grade Grade Grade QQQQuuuuooootttteeeessss    
The following are some of the 
statements shared by RCI 
students after the concert: 
 

"My favorite part of the 
concert was The Firebird, 
listening to the violins and 
hearing the 8th grader; That 
was really cool.  I would like 
to do that some day." 
  - Ellie Sarder 
  

"I enjoyed the trumpets and 
lots of strings and how they 
all sounded together." 
  - Evan Demarais 
 
"My favorite piece was the 
Malambo (Argentinean 
dance of the cowboys)." 
  - Maggie Sampson 
 

"My favorite part was when 
they reviewed the 
instruments of the orchestra - 
especially the percussion."  
 - Madelyn Adler 
 
 

Thank you to the following 

for  their donations to 
Friends of the Orchestra: 

 
Pierre LaPlante 

Matthew and Karen Weber
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NNNNeed a Gift Idea eed a Gift Idea eed a Gift Idea eed a Gift Idea     forforforfor        that that that that     

Special String Player? Special String Player? Special String Player? Special String Player?     
Here are some ideas from the  
Oregon Orchestra faculty: 

 
♫ Music stand (Hamilton black 

or folding...lots of fun new 
colors) 

♫ Cleaning supplies (specially 
formulated for string 
instruments)..cleaner/polish, 
soft cloth, peg compound 

♫ Gift certificate for sheet 
music and supplies from 
Ward Brodt 

♫ Gift certificate for CDs from 
Barnes and Noble 

♫ Ticket to a concert - 
Check out the local arts 
section of the newspaper 
Overture Center box office  
Madison Symphony 
Orchestra website 

      www.portalwisconsin.org  
♫ Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. 

$28 
♫ Metronome - the Sabine 

"Metrotune" is both tuner 
and metronome, approx $34 

♫ Software for writing music 
on the computer:  PrintMusic 
($69.95 on their website) or 
Finale ( around $600)  : ) 

♫ New instrument and/or bow 
(Eastman)  
Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) 
or Charles Pinckney (442-
0416).  In all cases let 
student choose an 
instrument in your price 
range and/or check with 
teacher for advice ... we love 
to help!! 

♫ Look into composite or 
carbon fiber bows...they're 
more durable than 
inexpensive wood bows and 
worth the money. 

 

Violinists 
♫ Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) 
♫ Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
♫ Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Joshua Bell, Midori, Itzhak 

Perlman, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenburg, Gil Shaham, Eroica Trio, Emerson 
Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, 

      Minnesota, etc. 
 

Violists 
♫ Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) make sure to 

measure viola for good fit 
♫ Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
♫ Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Kim Kashkashian, Eric 

Shumsky, Walter Primrose, Patricia McCarthy, Emerson Quartet, any 
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc. 

 

Cellists 
♫ Rosin (Jade or Hill) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Yo Yo Ma, Jacqueline Du 

Pre, Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell, Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, any 
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc. 

 

   Bassists 
♫ Wheel for endpin of bass - check with the Bass Workshop in Madison 
♫ Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Gary Carr, Edgar Meyer, 

Mark Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron Carter (jazz), any Symphony Orchestra 
from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc. 

 

     Warm    

      wishes from  
 

Friends of the Orchestra 
   www.oregonfoto.org
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4th
 Grade Orchestra Notes   e  e  e  

All Oregon School District Fourth graders went on a fantastic field trip to see the Madison Symphony 
Orchestra perform at the Overture Center in Madison. The title of the concert was “Invitation to the 
Dance”.  It showed students how music and dance work together.  We heard works by Stravinsky, 
Prokofiev, Weber, Ginastera and Handel.  They also heard an 8th grade violinist, Leslie Huang, play a solo 
with the orchestra.  It was fabulous!   Students were well behaved and polite. Many had never 
experienced a live symphony orchestra – it was a treat for all involved.  
 

The fourth grade string players are really progressing this year! We actually added several pieces of 
music to their repertoire. For their first performance, the students will be playing along to the story 
“Rosie Rosin’s Trip Around the World”. Students will be playing their concert pieces within a story along 
with fun sound affects  We are sure that all will enjoy it! 
 

Here is the schedule of night and day concerts for all three elementary schools: 
 

Brooklyn Elementary: 
ALL students must bring their instrument and music to school this day. 
Monday, December 14th 
 -In-school Concert at 2:00 pm 
 -Evening Concert at 6:00 pm – students must arrive at 5:30 pm for tuning and set up. 
 

Prairie View Elementary: 
ALL students must bring their instrument and music to school these days AND TAKE THEM HOME. 
(basses need just their music) 
Tuesday, December 15th at 1:00 pm: 
 -Combined concert rehearsal Tuesday afternoon at Netherwood Knoll.  
Tuesday, December 15th at 6:30 pm: 
 -Evening  concert at Oregon High School Performing Arts Center. 
 -Students should arrive at Oregon High School at 6:00 pm sharp to get tuned and seated. 
Thursday, December 17th at 8:30 am 
 -In-school Concert at 8:30.  Orchestra students will report to the orchestra room at 8:15 am 
 
 

Netherwood Knoll Elementary: 
ALL students must bring their instrument and music to school this day AND TAKE THEM HOME. 
(basses need just  their music) 
Tuesday, December 15th at 1:00 pm: 
 -Combined concert rehearsal Tuesday afternoon at Netherwood Knoll.  
Tuesday, December 15th at 6:30 pm: 
 -Evening  concert at Oregon High School Performing Arts Center.  
 -Students should arrive at Oregon High School at 6:00 pm sharp to get tuned and seated. 
Wednesday, December 16th at 1:50 pm   
 -In-school concert at 1:50 pm   
 ALL students must bring their instrument and music to school this day. 
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RCI NewsRCI NewsRCI NewsRCI News 
The orchestra students at RCI are busy getting ready for their first concert of the school 
year on December 8.  The 5th grade students have been working on playing pieces with 
different parts for each section of the orchestra, playing fiddle tunes at different tempos, 
playing with dynamic contrast and learning lots of new notes.  The 6th grade students 
have been working on various bowing techniques including; staccato, spiccato, legato and 
slurs, listening across the orchestra to play together and for tuning notes, playing with 
dynamic contrast, and making connections between key signatures and finger patterns on 
their instruments.  
 

Congratulations once again to the Oregon High School musicians who were members of the 

2009 Wisconsin Honors Orchestra and Band 
at the performance at Overture Hall in the end of October! 

Stephanie Copp, Emma Downing, Jessica Hanson, Haley Haerr-Hartmann, Brian Jend,  
Wesley Lethem, Karen McGregor, Olivia Smith, Kelsey Webber and Megan Whip. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

Congratulations to the OHS string players who were invited to be members of the 

Badger Conference Orchestra 
(a biennial event) that met at Reedsburg High School on December 3! 

Stephanie Copp, Neil Forsberg, Brian Jend, Hannah McAllister, Karen McGregor, 
Eva Meyer, Sarah Reukema, Anya Walker and Kelsey Webber. 

 
 
 
Remember that the deadline for the 2010 Wisconsin Honors Orchestra ONLINE applications is 11:00 
p.m. on Friday, December 4.  Any student wishing to stretch their skills and prepare for the February 
audition should see Ms. Deger or Ms. Sanyer for the required etude and a solo of quality.  We encourage 
those with interest to speak with any of the students above to hear opinions about their experience.   

Go to the following link for more information and to register:  
http://www.wsmamusic.org/programs/hs_honors/HS_requirements.html 
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CCCCONSIDERING A CareerONSIDERING A CareerONSIDERING A CareerONSIDERING A Career in Music? in Music? in Music? in Music?    

Quite a few OHS musicians are preparing for college auditions, applications and career planning for 
degrees in music education, music therapy and music performance: 
 
Karen McGregor, Brittany Musumeci, Emma Downing, Greg Riss, Kelsey Webber, Joe Connor, Nick Hillary, 
Rachel Chisman, Zach Green and others are traversing the rather complicated path of writing essays, 
filling out applications, attending workshops, visiting campuses, taking lessons with college professors, 
studying for auditions and completing resumes and portfolios.  Other students are preparing for college 
ensemble and scholarship auditions available for non-music majors. 
 
Although it is a rewarding and exciting road, the college application process for a prospective music 
major can be much more complicated than the requirements for other college bound students.   
 
Please let Ms. Sanyer and/or Ms. Deger know if you are interested in assistance with your plans or if you 
need advice on the process.  We will be happy to help at any time.  We can assist with:  
 
 Resume preparation 
 Solo/etude selection 
 College professor contacts 
 Timeline building 
 Audition preparation 
 Mock audition in classroom 
 Scholarship research 
 Competition applications/research 
 Summer festival/workshop/clinic research 
 
For those who might be considering this path in a few years we can help with : 
 
 Finding a private teacher on your major instrument 
 Looking at summer study opportunities 
 Chamber music experience in the orchestra classroom 
 Information on WYSO, Honors groups, Piano lessons, Workshops and Composition study 

 
2010 Girls’ Basketball Game Dates 
Friday, January 22 
Tuesday, January 26 
Tuesday, February 9 
Friday, February 12 
Monday, February 15 
Saturday, February 20 
Thursday, March 4 

Consider VOLUNTEERING at the Girls’ Basketball 
Concession Stand from 6:00 – 8:30 pm for one of 
the game dates.  This is a fun opportunity for 
families!  It’s easy!  All you have to do is show up! 
To sign up to help at one of the games, please 
contact Jacque by phone at 438-2622 or email 
jmilski@ymail.com  
or sign up at the FOTO website, 
www.oregonfoto.org
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Beloit Janesville Symphony OrchestraBeloit Janesville Symphony OrchestraBeloit Janesville Symphony OrchestraBeloit Janesville Symphony Orchestra    

   

   December 19 - Janesville Parker High School 
    Brunch 10:00 am 
    Concert 12:00 Noon 

             December 20 – The Eclipse Center 
    Brunch 12:00 Noon 
    Concert  2:00 pm 

 
 

Home for the Holidays  Family Spectacular 

Deck the halls with your favorite holiday 
music and the Beloit Janesville Symphony.  
Surprise guest appearances by regional 
musical groups, distractions for the kids, sing-
alongs for the whole family, and all the 
Christmas songs we love, will bring the 
community together in what is sure to become 
an exciting holiday Pops tradition. A dynamic 
Pavarotti-dimensioned character, bedecked in 
red, already has the date on his calendar and 
has promised to join a select group of the 
young-at-heart who register early for 
brunch—which may even lead to more 
singing.   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bonus!!  Oregon Orchestra teachers Liz Deger 
and Elisabeth Petersen will be performing in 
this concert. (Recognize any familiar faces 
below?!) 

 

Upcoming FOTO Meetings –  

       6:30 pm - OHS Orchestra Room 
 Thursday, January 7, 2010 
 Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
 Monday, March 15, 2010 
  Please join us! 


