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A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra

October 2009

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra
students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide
support to their teachers. This mission will be accomplished through fundraising,
volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

October 19
7:30 pm

November 24
7:00 pm

December 8
7:00 pm

December 10
7:30 pm
Dec;émber 14
6:00 pm

December 15
6:30 pm

OHS Orchestras
OHS PAC

OMS Orchestras
OHS PAC

RCI Orchestras/Choir
OHS PAC

OHS Qrchestras
OHS PAC

Brooklyn Orchestra
Brooklyn Elementary

NKE/PVE OrchestrasiChoirs

OHS PAC

Wel-ame

& welcome hack!

Our goals are to empower the Oregon Orchestra
students to pursue their musical aspirations and
enhance their performance skills by participating in
the Oregon School District’s string program. We
would like to introduce all parents to Friends of the
Orchestra (FOTO), which is a parent-led group that
supports the Orchestra program (grades 4-12) and
raises money to assist with this support.

Violin For Sale

Madison Area CONCertS.........ccocerevvreriennns page 7

Look for the upcoming

Friends of the Orchestra

Fall Clothing Sale

October 19 — November 6, 2009
Get Order Forms via e-mail or FOTO website

www.oregonfoto.org
or pick one up from your orchestra teacher!

Next FOTO Meeting:

at 6:30 pm in the OHS Orchestra Room
All Orchestra Parents are encouraged to attend!
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Is your young
STRING MUSICIAN
interested in LESSONS?

Perhaps you have noticed that your child is very excited
about playing their instrument, would like to have

more music to learn and some individual

attention. If you are interested in signing your
budding soloist up for private lessons, there are

Oregon High School orchestra students available and

interested in teaching! Lesson fees are set at $10 for a 30 minute
lesson or $15 for a 45 minute lesson. These can be scheduled every
week or twice a month for best results.

Contact your child's school string teacher for a list of
recommended teachers OR email Ms. Sanyer les@oregonsd.net or
Ms. Deger emd@oregonsd.net at the high school for more
information.

R ci1 update

The orchestra students at RCI are off to a great start. Fifth grade
students are working on playing duets with partners, playing slurs,
reading and writing music in 3/4 and 4/4 time, and playing pieces
at different tempos or speeds. Students are especially excited to
learn new pieces including Cripple Creek Break, Chopsticks,
Swallowtail Jig and On Wisconsin.

Sixth grade students are working on playing spiccato (bouncing the
bow off the string), playing a variety of duets in different keys,
starting the ensemble with a gesture and leading the group, and
listening to music and using music vocabulary words to describe
the music. Some of the favorite pieces students are working on are
Minka, Tobin’s Jig, and Goblin Feast.

Orchestra students should be practicing at home at least 3 or 4
times a week for about 10 -15 minutes; many students practice
more. Practicing is homework for orchestra.

Mrs. Mann, Mrs. Petersen and the RCI orchestra students are
happy to welcome Ms. Liz Deger to RCI. Ms. Deger is teaching
small group instruction in the afternoon four days a week. She
joined the Oregon orchestra faculty last year and continues to teach
small group instruction at the high school in the morning. Ms.
Deger previously taught the middle school orchestras in Verona
and Stillwater, Minnesota.




-antastic and Fabulous
4" grade Orchestra News

Ms. Eggerichs and Mrs. Mann

WOW!! It has been another wild and crazy

beginning of the school year and we have
another bumper crop of 4th grade string
players! Congratulations on starting your
journey in the Oregon String Program
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What we are working on this trimester:
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Please, please, please do NOT
buy an instrument without
consulting your orchestra teacher
and never buy anything off the
internet! 4 , -
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magazine renewals and orders can be made
anytime by going to the QSP link on the FOTO
website www.oregonfoto.org
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We are looking forward to a fantastic and
fabulous 4th grade orchestra year!!!!
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The OHS Orchestra classrooms are off to an
amazing start this fall! It's as if the long summer
was just a few short weeks. Students in the
Symphony Orchestra are preparing for college and
a few are looking at music schools for a major in
music education.

We are working on music with analysis in mind.
How does a composer conceive of a piece? What is
the background of the piece? How does composer
use themes and subjects to produce a cohesive
work? This will build into a unit on Western and
non-Western music and finally at the end of the
year we'll all be composers!

Our first concert is on Monday, October
19, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the OHS PAC.
You'll hear Holst, Hanson, Fletcher, Elgar,
Whitacre, Handel and Ellington.
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www.oregonfoto.org

You can find past issues of 7he Bridge
as well as other information you may need
including links to interesting string music
websites. Check it out!

FOTO Board of Directors

Co-Presidents -
Jacque Milski and Cindy Whip
imilski@ymail.com & bumblewhip@charter.net

Treasurer
Sue Mielke
smielk@verizon.net

Secretary -
Carol Landahl 835-7360

Bridge Editor

Ellen McAllister 835-5225
ejmcall@charter.net

Please contact us if you need more information.

@rchestra in the M iddle

Want to get a kid’s-eye view of what’s happening
in the middle school orchestra classroom? Check
out our orchestra blog site. Learning communities
within each classroom have the opportunity to
create a blog entry every one to two weeks.
Students write about what they are learning, new
happenings in the classroom, and the specialized
vocabulary that is being introduced. It is fun and
interesting to read about class from a variety of
student perspectives! You can access the blog by
going to http://omsorchestra.blogspot.com or by
following the link from Mrs. Buehl’s middle school
web page.

And speaking of Mrs. Buehl’s web page, parents
who want copies of the handbook for orchestra
students or copies of small group schedules, check
it out on the web page. You can access the web
page by going to the middle school site, clicking on
faculty, and then clicking on web site by Mrs.
Buehl’s name on the list that appears. The web
page also has links to area arts groups so you can
find out about concert opportunities in the area.

School instrument rental forms have been sent
home with students. If you are renting a school
district instrument and haven’t seen a rental
contract yet, contact Mrs. Buehl so that forms can
be sent to you. The rental fees help to pay for the
repair and maintenance of district instruments,
making it possible for students to rent an
instrument for a very reasonable price.




“Monster Meets the Maestro”
Frankenstein at the BJSO

A UNIQUE CELEBRATION OF HALLOWEEN

Concert
Spotlight

The Beloit/Janesville Symphony Orchestra presents

Frankenstein - The Movie
with orchestra members performing the film score written by Michael Shapiro

Saturday, October 24 at 7:30 pm at the Eclipse Center in Beloit
Composer Michael Shapiro will be on hand to introduce his new film score for the 1931 film
classic Frankenstein, starring Boris Karloff. This exciting program has been performed around the country to
rave reviews. Our scary, scary night will present the screening of the original film with the musical score
performed by the BJSO along with a competition for the best monster in the audience, and a tasty preview of
“trick or treat.” You’ll be shouting “It’s Alive, It’s Alive” all the way to the refreshment stand.

(eOregon Orchestra teacher & violist Liz Deger is a member of the Beloit/Janesville Symphony Orchestra!)

Upcoming BJSO Concerts
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QSP Magazines & MORE...

The annual magazine/music/book fundraiser kicked off on September 28th and all orders
are due October 14. FOTO receives 40% of each order! You can also order online by going
to www.gsp.com. Our school code is 425007676 or go to the QSP link on the FOTO website
www.oregonfoto.org . You can order or renew at anytime throughout the year and FOTO will
receive the 40% of each order. Great gift ideas - check it out!!




Upcoming Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra ZOOBOO
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VIBES chamber music

Seven Symphony Orchestra musicians have
been invited to participate in the UW School of
Music's VIBES chamber music program. Eva

- Meyer, Kelly Hanson and Stephanie
Strl ngendo Copp have been recommended as a string trio.
begins on Monday, October 12 at 7:15 am in the Karen McGregor, Brittany Musumeci,
orchestra room. Interested OHS students have Sarah Reukema and Emma Downing
been invited! We're starting with the first have been recommended as a string quartet.
movement of the Dvorak Serenade for Strings. Congratulatlons, musicians!

19

Chamber |

Music /

S
Coming soon ...
CHICAGO
“All the razzle, dazzle of 1920s Chicago”
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T ake INJOte of these Upcoming Madison Area Concerts. ..

October 23, 24, 25
Madison Symphony Orchestra

November 20, 21, 22

Madison Symphony Orchestra
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October 23
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra
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COSTUMES ENCOURAGED!
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November 27
Oakwood Chamber Players
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November 28 and 29
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra
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November 14 & 15

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra (WYSO)
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December 4,5, 6

Madison Symphony Orchestra
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December 11
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra

* The Messiah
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November 14
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra
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Madison Symphony Orchestra (MSO)

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra (WCO)

Oakwood Chamber Players

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras
(WYSO)
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