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Vol. XXII, No. III                     February 2009 

A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra    
The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4 
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their directors.  This 
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support. 

 

8th grade Orchestra     
students to play 

concert at the Capitol 
 

The 8th grade orchestra 
students will be one of the 

featured music groups at the noon Capitol 
concerts. These concerts are scheduled during 
the month of March as part of the Wisconsin 
Music Educators Association’s celebration of 
Music In Our Schools Month. The students will 
perform six selections as part of their 
performance on Monday March 16th. If you are 
free between Noon and 1:00 p.m. on March 16, 
please join us and be part of the audience in the 
first floor rotunda of the State Capitol! 
 

Upcoming FOTO 
Meetings                                  
2009 
 

March 12 
            April 15 
                                  June 4 
 

All meetings are held at 6:30 pm in the OHS 
Orchestra Room.  All are welcome to attend! 

www.oregonfoto.org 

 

                     See Inside for more… 
    Upcoming Concert Dates……………….page 2 
     OHS Chicago Arts Experience……….page 2 
      Cello For Sale…………………………………page 2 
      Volunteers (& Cooks!) needed at  
      Solo & Ensemble Festival…….page 3 
      RCI Updates……………………………………page 4 
      Fourth Grade News………………………..page 5 
      Summer Orchestra Camps……..pages 2 & 5 
      String Music Scholarships……………..page  6 
 
 

 

Orchestra  in  the  Middle  Blog 
 

The middle school orchestra students have been 
actively blogging every 1-2 weeks, highlighting 
what is happening in the orchestra classroom. 
 

New video clips were added recently to show 
how the students are doing in their preparation 
of the music for the upcoming recitals. Check out 
what’s happening by going to 
http://omsorchestra.blogspot.com or clicking on 
the link to the blog from Mrs. Buehl’s middle 
school web page. 
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ARTS EXPERIENCE  2009  CHICAGO 
On February 20 and 21, 68 Oregon High 
School orchestra students and 15 chaperones 
will travel by Van Galder coaches to Chicago, 
Illinois for an Arts Experience Weekend.  They will 
visit the Art Institute, stay at the Hilton in 
Oakbrook, see Ms. Saigon at the Drury Lane 
Theater, shop at Water Tower Place, attend 
the Joffrey Ballet to see the famous 
Nijinsky's original choreography for 
Stravinsky's ‘Rite of Spring’ and hear the 
Chicago Symphony (with James Earl Jones 
reading the narration from Copland's "Lincoln 
Portrait" for the Lincoln Bicentennial Concert).  

We're all looking forward to the trip and I 
know that the Oregon High School string 

players will represent our school and 
community well. 
 

CELLO FOR SALE:      
 Eastman 305 Cello 4/4 with  
pernambuco bow and Bobelock hard shell 

case with wheels.  Purchased from Ralph Rabin in 2003. 
Excellent condition.  Price---$2400   
Contact: Casey Bass at (608) 212-2505 or 
ccbass@wisc.edu 
 

FOTO Board of Directors       2008-2009 
 

President – Kate Hughes  835-3799 
howiepat225@aol.com 
 

Vice President – Jacque Milski 835-6407 
jacque.milski@teldta.com 
 

Treasurer - Bev Meyer 835-9831 
mcmeyer@wisc.edu 
 

Secretary - Carol Landahl 835-7360 
 

Bridge Editor - Ellen McAllister 835-5225 
ejmcall@charter.net  
 

Upcoming Concert DatesUpcoming Concert DatesUpcoming Concert DatesUpcoming Concert Dates    
 

OMS 8th Grade Orchestra Recital 
February 17, 2009 - 7:00 pm @ OMS 

 

OMS 7th Grade Orchestra Recital 
February 24, 2009 - 7:00 pm @ OMS 

 

PVE Orchestra Recital 
March 2, 2009 - 6:30 pm @ RCI 

 

BKE Orchestra Recital 
March 2, 2008 – 6:30 pm @ BKE 

 

RCI 6th Grade Orchestra 
March 3, 2009 - 6:15 pm & 7:30 pm @ RCI 

 
RCI 5th Grade Orchestra 

March 5, 2009 - 7:00 pm @ RCI 
 

WSMA Solo & Ensemble Festival @ OHS 
March 7, 2009 

 

NKE Orchestra 
March 10, 2009 - 6:30 pm @ RCI 

 

OHS Orchestras 
March 24, 2009 - 7:30 pm @ PAC 

 

OHS Fine Arts Week 
April 13 - 17, 2009 @ Oregon HS PAC 

 
 

Summer ummer ummer ummer SSSSttttrrrringsingsingsings   
U.W. Summer Music Clinic 
-- This comprehensive 
summer music camp has 
been held on the U.W. 
campus for over 75 years.  
Conductors and teachers come from all over 
the country to work with students from all 
performance levels.  Besides the large 
ensembles (band, choir and orchestra) there 
are classes in performance, jazz, conducting, 
music theory and history and special topics.  
Applications for both the Junior and Senior 
Music Clinics can be found online as well as 
through Ms. Sanyer, Ms. Deger and Mrs. Buehl. 
 

There are also string camps in Whitewater and 
Green Bay as well as a chamber music camp at 
Green Lake.  See Ms. Sanyer for applications. 
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Oregon High SchoolOregon High SchoolOregon High SchoolOregon High School hosts hosts hosts hosts    

Badger ConferenceBadger ConferenceBadger ConferenceBadger Conference    

 Solo & Ensemble Festival Solo & Ensemble Festival Solo & Ensemble Festival Solo & Ensemble Festival    
 
On March 7, 2009 the annual Badger Conference Solo 
and Ensemble Festival will be held here at OHS.  Oregon 
Middle School & High School, Middleton Middle Schools 
& High Schools and Edgewood High School will 
participate.  As in the past, we welcome assistance from 
parents and families in rooms, for the lunch service and at 
the concession booth.   
Please fill out the parent volunteer form (see 
page 7) if you are available to assist and return it 
to the OHS Music Department.   
 
The students are busy preparing solos and chamber music 
for this event.  We have hired two accompanists this year 
because of the number of interested musicians.  It will be 
fun and VERY educational day! 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
In order to make this event a success for our students, we 
will need many, many volunteers.  FOTO will be 
assisting with the concessions stand and will need 
volunteers to help sell food and drink to students and 
families attending the Festival.  We will be sharing this 
responsibility with the other parent groups involved in 
the Festival.  The concessions stand will be open from 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm and we are looking for people to 
work 2 hour shifts.   
 

If you are able to help out 
on March 7, please 
contact Kate Hughes at 
835-3799 or 
howiepat225@aol.com  
or call Jacque Milski at 
835-6407.  Please leave 
your name, telephone number where we 
can return your call and the hours you 
would be able to work that day.      
 
 
 

Cooks Needed! 
Also that day, FOTO will be providing 

the lunch for the Directors, Judges and 
Accompanists at the Festival.  Dee Hall is coordinating 
this luncheon for Friends of the Orchestra.  Contact Dee 
at deehal@gmail.com if you can provide a casserole, 
salad, pot of soup, rolls or dessert (cookies or 
bars).  Your help is important to 
make this day a successful one for 
our students.  Thank you in 
advance for participating. 

                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Scholarship Committee 
Chairperson Needed 

 
Each school year FOTO selects four senior 
orchestra students to receive $300 scholarships for 
their future education.  We are looking for a 
volunteer to chair this scholarship committee.  This 
committee has only one meeting.  There are four 
other members on the committee that review the 
applications submitted based on the criteria set forth 
in the bylaws.  Each committee member is provided 
copies of the applications to review before the 
meeting.  The scholarship candidates are then 
selected at the meeting which is held in April.  
Please contact Kate Hughes at 
howiepat225@aol.com or 835-3799 if you are 
interested in chairing this Committee.   
 
 

FOTO Magazine Sales 
We continue to receive proceeds from our 
magazine sale through internet orders.  
Remember you can always order or renew 
magazine subscriptions anytime by going to 
the FOTO website www.oregonfoto.org 
and clicking on the "QSP" link. 
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RCI UpdatesRCI UpdatesRCI UpdatesRCI Updates    
    

Orchestra students at RCI are busy preparing for 
their recital concerts.  The 5th graders have their 
recital concert on Thursday, March 5th at 7:00 
pm at RCI and the 6th graders have their recital 
concerts on Tuesday, March 3rd at 6:15 pm for 
students on the Green teams and 7:30 pm for 
students on the Terra Cotta teams.  
 
 
 Both 5th and 6th graders also worked on 
compositions during January. 5th grade students wrote 
melodies and 6th grade students wrote melodies and also 
included forms of expression in their pieces like dynamics 
and special effects.  
 5th grade students are playing new multi-part 
music and learning to follow a conductor.  Their 
ensemble skills of listening, watching and playing 
together as a group have greatly improved this year.  
 6th grade students are learning pieces from 
Canada and Latin America to coincide with their social 
studies classes.  Students on the Green teams played for 
Canada Day in their team areas and did a great job sharing 
music with parents, teachers, and other students. The 6th 
graders also formed, rehearsed and performed in 
bluegrass bands during the past few weeks. Students had 
the opportunity to learn to play bluegrass instruments 
including mandolin, mandola, banjo and guitar.  Students 
chose music, decided on which instruments to use, 
decided which students would play melody and harmony 
parts, and rehearsed in their ensembles.  The student 
performances for the class were very impressive! 

 
RCI Orchestra Clubs  

5555th grade Fiddling Clubth grade Fiddling Clubth grade Fiddling Clubth grade Fiddling Club began 
the first week in February.  
We meet on Tuesdays after 
school from 3:15 until 4:00 
p.m. and are learning a 
variety of fiddle pieces. 
6666thththth grade Silver Strings Club grade Silver Strings Club grade Silver Strings Club grade Silver Strings Club 
also began the first week in 

February and is meeting on Thursdays from 3:15 
until 4:00 p.m.  We are playing fiddle and pop 
music. Students can still join either of these groups. 
There is no cost to join. All RCI orchestra students 
are invited to join in the fun.  

Girls Basketball  

Concessions Committee 

We are starting to think 

about the 2009-2010 Girls 

Basketball season already.  

We will need some volunteers 

to join this Committee as 

some parents will be moving 

on as their students leave OHS.  This 

Committee organizes the sale of food and 

drink at all of the OHS Girls Basketball 

home games.  We have a shopper, a 

volunteer organizer, opening and closing 

people for each game and volunteers to work 

at the games (can be parents or parents and 

students).  If you are interested in any of 

these activities, please contact Kate Hughes 

at howiepat225@aol.com or 835-3799 or 

call Jacque Milski at 835-6407.  We will 

compile a list of volunteers and contact you 

once we have the schedule.  These 

Committee meetings start in mid-October, 

end just before the first game and then it’s 

basically running the Concessions Stand 

throughout the season (late November to 

mid February).  Thanks for your interest –  
it is a fun way to volunteer. 
 

              2008-2009  

Concession Stand Volunteers 
Sue Mielke  

Kate Hughes 

Dawn and James Strassman 

Jacque, Abbie and Alyssa Milski 

Diane and William Frauchiger 

Ellen and Hannah McAllister 

Cindy, Kayla and Emma Whip 

Tom, Cindy and Jessica Simon 

Suzie and Emily Reinicke 

Ellen Bauer 

Justin, Sherry, Jamie and Jack Zander 

Weber Family  

Patty Zach             Thanks for all your help! 
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4th Grade News  
It is hard to believe 
that our next 
round of concerts 
is only a couple 
weeks away! 
Students are 
working hard to learn the pieces 
for our next concert – “The 
Recital Concert”. The student’s 
requirement for this concert is 
to learn at least one “recital” 
piece and a few large group 
pieces. So, what is a “recital 
piece”? A recital piece is a 
piece of repertoire (music) that 
the student has chosen to play in 
a small group setting or alone 
(solo). After our first concert 
the students listened to many 
pieces and then picked the ones 
they were interested in 
performing. The students are 
only required to perform one 
but many perform multiple 
pieces of music for this concert. 
The large group pieces are 
pieces that every orchestra 
student plays.   
 The fourth grade 

orchestra students 
are also 
working on 
reading notes 

on the staff. This can 
sometimes feel 

frustrating to a student but we 
want both students and parents 
to know this is a skill that takes 
time and we as string teachers 
understand this. Just like other 
subjects, some students will 
learn this concept faster than 
others – and that is just fine. 
Long range benefits of a task 
only come from long range 
commitment and dedication. 
 Please make sure that 
your orchestra student is 

practicing the recommended 
number of days per week. 
Hopefully, by now the students 
have a well established routine 
for their practicing habits – 
many students make their 
instrument practice part of their 
homework time, which seems to 
work very well. When an 
orchestra student practices it is 
incredibly beneficial for the 
student to go through 
EVERYTHING on the goal 
sheet EVERYTIME they 
practice. Some students may 
also benefit by a parent 
checking this for them. If there 
are any questions regarding 
what is assigned to your student 
it can be written down on the 
goal sheet and addressed in the 
student’s small group 
instruction.  
 This is the time of year 
when some students’ interest 
starts to dip in school as well as 
orchestra. This is completely 
normal. Playing their instrument 
is not “new” but the work in 
orchestra class is still 
progressing. We are working 
hard to find fun and different 
things to do at school, but we 
are asking parents to help keep 
their students motivated at 
home with some extra 
encouragement during the next 
few weeks.  
 Some of the musical 
skills and techniques we are 
working on include learning 
new music, reading notes, 
playing pieces at different 
speeds, playing in a round, 
becoming independent players, 
playing on two strings at a time, 
playing their first scale, and 
learning about and performing 
naturals and sharps.   

 Due to all the snow 
days, we have missed some 
small group instruction time, yet 
most students are doing well 
despite this. Please make sure 
your orchestra student is 
practicing their required amount 
and turning in their goal sheets.  
 
 WISTA (Wisconsin 
String Teachers Association) 
Orchestra Summer Camp 2009 
is taking applications. This 
camp is perfect for orchestra 
students of this age. It is a three 
day, two night music camp. If 
you are interested, please pick 
up a brochure from your 
orchestra teacher or email your 
orchestra teacher and she can 
send one home with your 
student. FOTO (Friends of the 
Orchestra) will reimburse $50 
of the fee. See page 6 for String 
Music Scholarship Application 
Form. 
 
 
 
Summer school 
orchestra instruction will 
again be offered this summer in 
the Oregon Schools. Your 
student can take one and up to 
five lessons a week. Watch for 
the summer school sign up 
coming soon! You must sign 
up through the district 
summer school office (which 
can be done online) before 
signing up for a specific lesson 
time. The scheduling request 
forms MUST be turned into 
your orchestra teacher. More 
information will be coming 
your way on this.  
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2009 String Music Scholarship 
Oregon Friends of the Orchestra (FOTO) 

 

Scholarships are available to string students enrolled in the Oregon School District Orchestra programs who 
submit an application to the FOTO Scholarship Committee by the deadline listed below. Scholarships will be 
granted for the purpose of participation in special string music opportunities, such as music clinic, music camp, 
bass clinic, etc.  
 

Any student interested in receiving a scholarship should complete and submit the following application, 
enclosing a brief essay (described below) and proof of acceptance into the summer music program.  Only 
one scholarship per student, per school year will be granted.  The scholarship stipend is sent upon proof of 
acceptance into the clinic, camp or workshop. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact your orchestra teacher:   
OHS - Ms. Leyla Sanyer, OMS - Ms. Wendy Buehl, RCI - Ms. Elisabeth Peterson, PVE - Ms. Adele Mann, NKE 
and BKE - Ms. Rebecca Eggerichs.   
 

Mail completed applications postmarked by June 1, 2009 to: 
Friends of the Orchestra 
c/o Bev Meyer, Treasurer 
389 E. Lincoln Street 
Oregon, WI 53575 
 

Questions, please contact FOTO Treasurer Bev Meyer at mcmeyer@wisc.edu 
  

STRING MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________City_______________Zip Code______ 
                  
PHONE _____________________________  INSTRUMENT ___________________________________ 
 
GRADE (in Fall 2009) _________________ 
 

MUSIC ACTIVITY YOU PLAN TO ATTEND (include dates and location) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fee for this activity ________________________ 
 

Have you applied to participate in the activity listed above?     Yes ____  No ____ 
 

If so, have you been accepted in the activity listed above?        Yes ____  No ____ 
 

Please attach: 
• A brief (100 words or less) explanation of what you expect to gain from your music experience. 
• Proof of your acceptance into the program (if not yet received, send under separate cover.) 
       _______________________________________ 
       Parent Name (please print) 
___________________________________        ____________________________________ 
Student Signature     Parent Signature 
No applications will be accepted that are postmarked after June 1, 2009. 
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Dear Parents: 
 
March 7, 2009 marks the big day in the music schedule of Oregon High School.  On that day our school will 
host the WSMA Badger Conference Edgewood/Middleton/Oregon Solo and Ensemble Festival.  In order to 
make this event a successful and memorable experience for our students, we will need many volunteers to act as 
room chairs, office workers, and adult supervisors for homerooms.  We are looking for people who can help for 
the day or half-day, but even those parents who can spare a couple of hours will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Please sign the form below and return it to the music department at Oregon High School. 
 
Your contribution will help make this event most successful. 
 
        
       Leyla Sanyer, Jennifer Yancey 
       Festival Managers 
 
FESTIVAL DAY 
 
___ I will be available to help set-up on Friday, March 6 in the afternoon. 
 
___ I will be available to help all day on Saturday, March 7. 
 
___ I will be available only in the morning. 
 
___ I will be available only in the afternoon. 
 
___ I will be available for the following hours: 
 
   __________ to ___________ 
 
 
____________________________________    __________________________________ 
(Print Parent’s Name)     (Print Student’s Name) 
 
___________________________________ 
(Parent’s Signature) 
 


