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A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their teachers. This
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.
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December 16, 6:30 pm at OHS PAC
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@dﬁ]ﬁyﬁﬂ to all who supported

the FOTO magazine sale. Our profit to
date is approximately $3,300. Remember
that magazines can be ordered or renewed
ANYTIME by going to the FOTO website
www.oregonfoto.org and clicking on the :

asp link.. . A "
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Faliday Gift 1deas

Need a Gift Idea for that Special String Player?
Here are some ideas from the Oregon Orchestra faculty:

Music stand (Hamilton black or folding...lots of
fun new colors)

Cleaning supplies (specially formulated for
string instruments)...cleaner/polish, soft cloth,
peg compound

Gift certificate for sheet music and supplies
from Ward Brodt

Gift certificate for CDs from Barnes and Noble
Ticket to a concert -

Check out the local arts section of the
newspaper

Overture Center box office

Madison Symphony Orchestra website
www.portalwisconsin.org

Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. $28

Metronome - the Sabine "Metrotunée" is both
tuner and metronome, approx $34

Software for writing music on the computer:
PrintMusic ($69.95 on their website) or Finale
(around $600) :)

New instrument and/or bow (Eastman)

Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) or Charles
Pinckney (442-0416).

In all cases let student choose an instrument in

your price range and/or check with teacher for
advice ... we love to help!!

Look into composite or carbon fiber
bows...they're more durable than inexpensive

wood bows and worth the money.

Violinists

Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case
cover)

Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in
cases)

Rosin (Hill dark or Jade)

Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles:
Joshua Bell, Midori, Itzhak Perlman, Nadja Salerno-
Sonnenburg, Gil Shaham, Eroica Trio, Emerson
Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago,
New York, Boston, Philadelphia,

Minnesota, etc.

Violists

Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case
cover) make sure to measure viola for good fit

Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in
cases)

Rosin (Hill dark or Jade)

Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Kim
Kashkashian, Eric Shumsky, Walter Primrose, Patricia
McCarthy, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony
Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

Cellists

Rosin (Jade or Hill)

Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Yo Yo
Ma, Jacqueline Du Pre, Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell,
Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony
Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

Bassists

Wheel for endpin of bass - check with the Bass
Workshop in Madison

Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's)

Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Gary
Carr, Edgar Meyer, Mark Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron
Carter (jazz), any Symphony Orchestra from
Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota,
etc.




|:our°th Grade Orohestra Newus

All fourth graders
went on a fantastic
field trip to see the
Madison Symphony
Orchestra perform
at the Overture
Center in Madison.
The theme of the
concert centered
upon Gustav
Holst’s The
Planets. Most
students already had previous knowledge or
experience with The Planets. The general music
teachers did a great job of reviewing this great work
of art before the field trip — they also did a
wonderful job of reminding students of proper
behavior during a performance. Students were well
behaved and polite. Many had never experienced a
live symphony orchestra — it was a treat for all
involved.

The fourth grade string players are really
progressing this year! We actually added another
piece of music to their repertoire. For their first
performance, the students will be playing along to
the story “Harold Gets Lost”. This is an old favorite
of ours but we decided to revamp it for the
students. We are sure that all will enjoy it!

Prairie View Elementary:

ALL students must bring their instrument and
music to school these days.

Friday, December 12th

Orchestra students will report to the
orchestra room at 1:30 pm.
Tuesdav, December 16t at 1:00 pm
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Students should arrive at Oregon High School at
6:00 sharp to get tuned and seated.
Wednesday, December 17t
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Here is the schedule of evening and daytime
concerts for all three elementary schools:

Brooklyn Elementary:
ALL students must bring their instrument and
music to school this day.

Monday, December 15t

I
Students must arrive at 5:30 pm for tuning and
set up.

Wednesday, December 17t
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Netherwood Knoll Elementary:
ALL students must bring their instrument and
music to school this day AND Take Them
HOME.

Tuesdav, December 16t at 1:00 pm:
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Students should arrive at Oregon High School at
6:00 sharp to get tuned and seated.
Wednesday, December 17th:

ALL students must bring their instrument
and music to school this day.

Thursday, December 18th
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RCI Orchestras Update...

Orchestra students at RCI have been working
on several new skills over the last couple
months and are excited to share some of what
they have learned at their concert on
December 9th.

5th grade orchestra
students have been

pieces with one sharp C/Q

working on playing

in the key signature,
following a conductor,
and playing with
dynamics, different
degrees of loud and
soft, on their
instruments. They
have also learned several new notes on their

instruments and worked on using a slow bow
on long notes.

6th grade orchestra students have been
working on several different bowing techniques
on their instruments, including legato,
staccato, and spiccato bow strokes as well as
saving their bows on long notes, playing slurs
and finding the balance point on the bow.
Furthermore, students have been working on
shifting and playing a two octave G Major scale.
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Student
Spotlight

Zach Green
Receives
Prestigious Award
for Composition
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2009 GIRLS BASKETBALL GAME DATES
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HS

Thursday, December 11 7:30 p.m.
OHS Performing Arts Center

Program includes works by Beethoven, Elgar,
as well as arrangements by Puccini and Williams.

i

Please join us for Punch and Cookies
in the Lobby following the Concert.




FOTO Board of Directors
President —

Kate Hughes 835-3799
howiepat225@aol.com
Vice President —

Jacque Milski 835-6407
jacque.milski@teldta.com
Treasurer

Bev Meyer 835-9831
mcmeyer@wisc.edu
Secretary -

Carol Landahl 835-7360
Ikubai@facstaff.wisc.edu
Bridge Editor

Ellen McAllister 835-5225
ejmcall@charter.net

Please contact us if you need more
information.

Upcoming
FOTO Meeting
Dates - 2009

January 8
February 5
March 12
April 15
June 4

All meetings are held at
6:30 pm in the OHS
Orchestra Room. All are
welcome to attend!

Thanks to all of you who have volunteered to fill the spots

needed for the Building Reps at each school. We are still in
need of some volunteers as referenced below. If you are
interested in helping out with this volunteer opportunity or
have any questions, please contact Kate Hughes at
howiepat22s@aol.com. Our volunteers for the 2008-2009

school year are:

Brooklyn Elementary

Netherwood Knoll Elementary

Prairie View Elementary

Rome Corners Intermediate

Oregon Middle School

Oregon High School

JoAnna Kessenich
Open

Karen Moravec
Renee Schwass

Open
Open

Rochelle Hallinan
Cindy Whip

Rochelle Hallinan
Open

Ellen McAllister
Patty Downing
Kate Hughes
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