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A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra    
The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4 
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their directors.  This 
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support. 

 

“Ten Lessons the Arts Teach” compiled by Elliot Eisner 

1. The arts teach children to make good judgments about 

qualitative relationships. Unlike much of the curriculum 

in which correct answers and rules prevail, in the arts, it 

is judgment rather than rules that prevail. 

2. The arts teach children that problems can have more 

than one solution and that questions can have more 

than one answer. 

3. The arts celebrate multiple perspectives. One of their 

large lessons is that there are many ways to see and 

interpret the world. 

4. The arts teach children that in complex forms of 

problem solving, purposes are seldom fixed, but change 

with circumstance and opportunity. Learning in the arts 

requires the ability and willingness to surrender to the 

unanticipated possibilities of the work as it unfolds. 

5. The arts make vivid the fact that words do not, in their 

literal form or number, exhaust what we can know. The 

limits of our language do not define the limits of our 

cognition.  

 
See Inside for more Music Advocacy – page 6  
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6. The arts teach students that small differences can have 

large effects. The arts traffic in subtleties. 

7. The arts teach students to think through and within a 

material. All art forms employ some means through 

which images become real. 

8. The arts help children to say what cannot be said. When 

children are invited to disclose what a work of art helps 

them feel, they must reach into their poetic capacities to 

find the words that will do the job.  

9. The arts enable us to have experience we can have from 

no other source and through such experience to 

discover the range and variety of what we are capable 

of feeling.  

10. The arts' important position in the school curriculum 

symbolizes to the young what adults believe is 

important. 

 

Elliot Eisner, in Beyond Creating:  The Place for Art in America's Schools. 
Elliot Eisner is a professor in Education & Art at Stanford University 
in California. 
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You are cordially invited to the 

Oregon Orchestras’  
Spring Concerts 

at the 
Oregon High School 

Performing Arts Center 

 
Upcoming Concert DatesUpcoming Concert DatesUpcoming Concert DatesUpcoming Concert Dates    

 May 1  7:00 pm OMS  
 May 15  7:00 pm  OHS 
 May 20  6:00 pm  4th Grade 
 May 20  7:15   pm  RCI 

 

“”Where words fail, music speaks” 
OHS Concerto Concert 

The May 15 Concerto Concert will feature: 
 
 
Four Royal Dances …………………………… Eric Ewazen 
 
Take Five............................. Paul Desmond/Dave Brubeck 
 
Canzona per Sonare No. 2…………...... Giovanni Gabrieli 
 
Blues for Oaktown......................................... Darrol Anger 
 
Concerto in G................................................G. P. Telemann  

with soloist Erik Johnson, viola 
 

Concerto, Mvt. I...............................................D. Dragonetti 
with soloist Peter Tissot, double bass 

 
Kol Nidrei.................................................................M. Bruch 

with soloist Jacki Kursel, violoncello 
 
Mars, Bringer of War from "The Planets" of Gustav Holst 
 
 

Please join us at 7:00 p.m. for the Concert  
followed by a short Awards Program  
to honor the Orchestra Seniors and  

Solo & Ensemble Festival participants and a 
Post-Concert Reception sponsored by FOTO. 

OHS Orchestra OHS Orchestra OHS Orchestra OHS Orchestra NewsNewsNewsNews    
It has been a fun and adventurous year in the 
OHS Orchestras for 2007-08!  With our travels to 
other cultures for music study and our travels to 
Cleveland for the spring trip, we have certainly 
become world citizens in a musical sense.  Julia 
Potter (OHS '08) spoke to us about her Summer 
‘07 experiences in Jordan, May Lertpraiwan 
(Thailand and OHS '08) shared music from her 
native land, Michael O'Brien (OHS '96) spoke with 
us about his doctoral work on the music of 
Argentina and Matt Turner (Appleton) ran a 
residency on improvisation in Arabic and jazz 
styles.  The music came from Scotland, Germany, 
Russia, England, Italy, China and Argentina, as 
well as many other countries and cultures. 

Farewell SeniorsFarewell SeniorsFarewell SeniorsFarewell Seniors    

So now it is time to say 
"good-bye and good 
luck" to the members of 
the orchestra senior class!  
Vinny, Marla, Giuseppe, Julia, 
Alison, Maraina, Rob, Leah, Anne, 
Stephanie, Molly, Kelsea, Brad, Allyson, Jasmine, 
Tom, Peter, May and KatiRose;  Your enthusiasm, 
thoughtfulness and dedication to music study will 
be missed by us next year, but you have led us by 
your example!  Congratulations as you graduate 
and best wishes for success in your future work 
and play.  We hope you keep music in your life 
and stay in touch with us here in the Oregon 
School District!   

Bravo and brava!    
Happy Summer Everyone....    

    
Check it out!Check it out!Check it out!Check it out!    

You can find past issues of The Bridge as well 
as other information you may need including 

links to interesting string music websites.   
www.oregonfoto.org 
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FOTO FUNDRAISING 

Fundraising during the 2007-2008 school 
year has been a challenge.  A big THANK 
YOU goes out to all students, parents, 
relatives, neighbors and community members 
for making it a successful year in meeting 
our budget.  The following is a list of 
fundraisers and the profits made (after 
expenses) as of March 17, 2008: 
 
QSP Magazine Sales  $4,463.79 
Basketball Concessions  $1,149.23 
Orchestra Clothing Sales  $1,336.90 
Bill’s Receipts   $1,244.51 
Total     $8,194.43 

 
Funds raised have paid for the 4th Grade 
Orientation, Buses for the field trips for 
the Elementary Schools, RCI, OMS and 
OHS, Summer Scholarships to camps for all 
levels for the upcoming summer, 4 Senior 
Scholarships, and several visits from Matt 
Turner (world renowned jazz cellist) to 
provide clinics to the OHS students.  
Orchestra students at all grade levels have 
benefited.   
 
Please continue to save your Bill’s receipts 
with the orange “Supports Oregon” sticker 
throughout the summer.  We will have 
collection boxes ready in the Fall in each 
Orchestra Room in the Oregon School 
District.  Thank you again for helping FOTO 
to provide extra support and encouragement 
to our Orchestra students!!  

Final FOTO Dinner Meeting 
For 2007-2008 School Year 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
Date & Location to be announced 

Watch for an e-mail in May 
Or contact Kate Hughes 835.3799 

 

 

News from RCI Orchestras 
By Maggie Fenske 

 
Students enjoyed performing and showing off 
their art projects in the RCI Fine Arts Fair on 
April 17th.  The 6th grade fiddling class played as 
well as a delightful variety of performances by 
students, teachers and parents.  Our 6th grade 
fiddling class concluded our after school class on 
April 28th.  We have had a lot of fun playing 
many different style of fiddle music.   
 
5th grade students have finished playing each 
other's compositions in class and now they can 
receive a packet of everyone's song in their class.  
Playing these songs has really helped many 
students learn how to read their notes better.   
 
As we wind down the year, we are getting ready 
for our final concert of the year on May 20th at 
7:15 p.m. in the Oregon High School Performing 
Art Center.  We will be following the 4th grade 
orchestra concert which takes place at 6:00 p.m.   
 
Students have come so far in the last 1-2 years.  I 
am impressed with the musical maturity that 
many 6th grade students are beginning to 
demonstrate in class.   
 
Parents, don't forget to fill out a summer school 
schedule sheet if your child is taking summer 
school orchestra lessons.  Ms. Eggerichs will not 
schedule you for a lesson until she gets that 
information from you.  All of the orchestra 
teachers have copies of these forms in their 
room. 
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Fabulous  
4th grade Orchestra 

News!! 
By Adele K. Mann and  

 Rebecca Eggerichs 

 

Fourth grade 
orchestra recital 
concerts were a 
great success.  
There were a wide 
range of free 
choice pieces and 

the group pieces 
sounded wonderful.  Your 

hard work really paid off.  
Congratulations on beautiful 
performances. Thank you to all 
the Friends of the Orchestra 
Parent Representatives for each 
elementary school that set up the 
receptions that followed the 
concerts and all the families that 
brought yummie treats.  
 
Netherwood Knoll was busy 
preparing and playing for their 
Pioneer Day performance on 
April 18th.  They did a wonderful 
job learning their new pieces and 
the performance was a great 
success. 
 
At Prairie View we have been 
working on learning pieces in 
different styles, seeing how a 
string instrument is made, 
learning familiar songs by ear, 
trying out some conducting, 
taking turns leading the group or 
playing for the group, playing 
pieces at different speeds and 
getting ready to play for Pioneer 
Day (Friday, May 9).   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark your calendars!   
The All-District 4th grade 
orchestra concert is Tuesday, 
May 20th at the Oregon High 
School Performing Arts Center 
at 6:00 p.m.  Please have students 
arrive at 5:30 p.m. to get tuned 
and seated.  This concert 
involves all three elementary 
orchestras and approximately 
160 students.  Because of the 
large number of students 
involved, your child may not be 
sitting near the front of the stage.  
Please feel free to come up and 
take pictures before the concert 
as the RCI 5th & 6th grade 
orchestra concert is immediately 
after our concert that evening. 
 
Again this year, we have a huge 
number of students signed up for 
5th grade orchestra next year, so 
it will be a really fun experience.  
Remember, it is NEVER too late 
to join orchestra, so call the RCI 
office and get signed up if you 
haven’t already done so. I 
encourage ALL students to 
continue as there are many 
opportunities to play at ANY 
level of ability. Please contact 
Brenda Knipfer at 835-4710.  
She does all the RCI and Oregon 
Middle School scheduling. 

We also have record numbers 
taking summer lessons – 
FANTASTIC!!!!  Ms. Eggerichs 
is working on scheduling the 
groups right now, so please get 

your summer scheduling sheet in 
ASAP.  They are available 
through the summer school 
office or you can get one from 
your orchestra teacher.  After 
you fill them out return them to 
the summer school office or your 
orchestra teacher and we will get 
them where they need to go.   
 
If you are still interested in 
signing up for summer lessons 
please register right away.  
(Contact Nancy Bogucki at 835-
4040 or your orchestra teacher if 
you have any questions.) 

 
If you are still interested in 
attending a summer orchestra 
camp, check out WISTA music 
camps.  Check the Summer 
Camp link at www.wi-asta.org. or 
ask your orchestra teacher for 
information. 
  
What a great group of 4th grade 
string players this year!  We (Mrs. 
Mann and Ms. Eggerichs) are so 
impressed with their enthusiasm, 
commitment and love of music.  
They have accomplished so 
much in orchestra this year and 
in such a short time.  
Congratulations to the students 
and a huge thank you to the 
parents, adults and siblings that 
support their young musicians.    

Thank you for  
the opportunity to 
teach your child.   
It is truly an honor. 
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Basketball ConcessionsBasketball ConcessionsBasketball ConcessionsBasketball Concessions    
Coordinators Coordinators Coordinators Coordinators 

NeededNeededNeededNeeded    
By Robin PotterBy Robin PotterBy Robin PotterBy Robin Potter 

After five really fun years of 
coordinating the girl’s 
basketball concessions, I will be 
handing over the keys to the 
concession stand. When I say it 
has been fun, I really mean 
FUN!  I have had FUN being an 
entrepreneur, trying new things, 
and working to keep costs down 
and control waste in order to 
maximize FOTO’s profits.  
However, the real FUN has 
been meeting and working with 
other orchestra members and 
their families. Our members 
always step up to fill the 
volunteer slots so that my job 
involves fitting people into my 
volunteer calendar when they 
contact me rather than having to 
make phone calls pleading for 
help.  Our stand is unique in 
that we have more young 
volunteers and their enthusiasm 
is infectious. 
 
Our customers are a lot of FUN 
as well! The players and their 
families and friends appreciate 
our variety and quality and are 
always very complimentary. We 
have the well deserved 
reputation for having the best 
hot dogs in the conference—

thanks to our unique and 
wonderful hotdog grill! 
 
Over the past 5 years our 
concession stand profits have 
exceeded $9000. This money 
goes a long way towards 

carrying out FOTO’s mission, 

and we need to make sure that 

this source of income does not 

disappear, so that we can 

continue to help our orchestra 

students as we have to this 

point.  I have kept careful 
records and have procedures 
and systems in place which I 
have ready to pass on to the new 
coordinator(s), so no one will 
have to reinvent the wheel. I 
will also be available to walk 
you through the process and to 
help as needed when the season 
starts this coming fall. 
 
The coordinator purchases food 
and supplies (FOTO pays for a 
Sam’s Club membership), keeps 
the stand stocked, is responsible 
for getting cash, receipts and 
bills to the treasurer, schedules 
volunteers, opens the stand for 
games (8-10 per season between 
mid-November and mid 
February), and periodically 
reports to the Friends of the 
Orchestra board and to 
orchestra families through 
articles in the Bridge newsletter.   
 
It is very possible for one 
person to handle 
responsibilities, but two or three 
people working together could 
also share the work.  For 
example, one person could be 
responsible for purchasing food 
and keeping the stand stocked, 
another person could coordinate 
volunteers and handle 
communications, and someone 

else could get the stand ready 
for games and be responsible 
for cash handling.  There are 
many other ways that duties 
could be divided depending on 
what each individual likes to do.   
 
There will be changes next year 
resulting from the district-wide 
wellness initiative that will 
affect all groups providing 
concessions.  As I see it, these 
changes will make providing 
concessions easier.  I have been 
an advocate for our interests 
with the wellness committee 
and now as a member of the 
committee I will be able to pass 
on clear information about any 
other changes that may be 
recommended. Another major 
advantage next year is that we 
will no longer be tied to the 
district’s beverage contract so, 
other than regular soda, we will 
be able to sell any bottled 
beverages that we choose.   
 
If you have an interest in 
taking on this project, please 
feel free to contact me directly 
with any questions that you 
have.  Call Robin at 835-3007 
or email rlpotter@wisc.edu.   
 

And to all the wonderful student 

and adult volunteers that have 

helped out over the past 5 years 

THANK YOU!!  

 

 

 
Elementary 
String Summer 
Music Camp 
Information can be found on 
the Wisconsin String Teachers 
Association website:  

www.wi-asta.org   
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FOTO Needs You!! 
   
FOTO is gearing up for the 
2008-2009 school year.  If you 
are looking for a way to 
volunteer your time to keep 
up with your child’s 
Orchestra experience in the 
Oregon School District – look 
no further.   
 

 
Our children are very lucky to 
have such an established 
Orchestra program with 
excellent teachers.  Please 
consider volunteering so that 
FOTO can continue to provide 
support to this well respected 
program.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Kate 
Hughes at 835-3799 or 
howiepat225@aol.com   
  

Friends of the Orchestra 
Board Members 

President - Kate Hughes 
 835-3799 
 howiepat225@aol.com   
Treasurer - Kate Brethauer 
 brethauer@charter.net 
Secretary - Bev Meyer 
 mcmeyer@wisc.edu 
Bridge Editor - Ellen McAllister 
 835-5225 
 ejmcall@charter.net  

 

We are currently seeking nominations for the 
following officer positions within FOTO: 
 

 President 
 Vice-President 
 Treasurer 
 Secretary 
 

This is a great opportunity that requires a small commitment 

of your time. Typically, these positions require 2 to 3 hours 

of your time each month during the school year.  Your 

involvement will allow you to get to know your child’s 

Orchestra teacher, the opportunity to learn about what 

being in an Orchestra involves and just how much fun the 

students really have performing their music.   

   

In addition to Officer positions, we are looking for Building 

Representatives at each school to assist the Orchestra 

Directors, Volunteers to assist on the various committees, 

and we need 1 to 3 people to take over the Girl’s Basketball 

Concession Stand.  Robin Potter has been the Coordinator 

for the past five years and will be retiring after this school 

year.   

 

A huge “Thank You” to Robin for her time commitment, 

coordination of food supplies, food preparation and making 

sure she had enough volunteers for each game.  She has 

made this a successful fund raiser for FOTO each year.   
 
 

Interested in Music Advocacy? 
“Research now offers a theoretical basis for, and growing evidence of, 
the significant effects of learning shared between music and other 
measures of academic achievement.”  See more at: 
 

www.toknowart.com/apsarts/pdf%20files/Music.pdf 
 

The research reviewed here is organized into four primary points of 

focus:  1) Music and Language Skills; 2) Music, Math and Spatial 

Reasoning; 3) Music and General Cognitive Development, &  

4) Music, Therapeutic, Social/Emotional, and Behavioral Objectives. 
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2008 String Music Scholarship Application 
Oregon Friends of the Orchestra (FOTO) 

 
Scholarships are available to string students enrolled in the Oregon School District Orchestra programs who 
submit an application to the FOTO Scholarship Committee by the deadline listed below. Scholarships will be 
granted for the purpose of participation in special string music opportunities, such as music clinic, music camp, 
bass clinic, etc.  
 
Any student interested in receiving a scholarship should complete and submit the following application, 
enclosing a brief essay (described below) and proof of acceptance into the summer music program.  Only 
one scholarship per student, per school year will be granted.  The scholarship stipend is sent upon proof of 
acceptance into the clinic, camp or workshop. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact your orchestra director:   
OHS - Ms. Leyla Sanyer, OMS - Ms. Wendy Buehl, RCI - Ms. Maggie Fenske, PVE - Ms. Adele Mann, NKE and 
BKE - Ms. Rebecca Eggerichs.   
 
Mail completed applications postmarked by June 1, 2008 to: 
Friends of the Orchestra 
c/o Kate Brethauer, Treasurer 
296 North Main Street 
Oregon, WI 53575 
 
Questions, please contact FOTO Treasurer Kate Brethauer at brethauer@charter.net 
  
 
NAME _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
                  
PHONE ___________________________  INSTRUMENT ___________________________________ 
 
GRADE (in Fall 2008)_________________ 
 
MUSIC ACTIVITY YOU PLAN TO ATTEND (include dates and location) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________               
 
Fee for this activity ________________________ 
 
Have you applied to participate in the activity listed above?     Yes ____  No ____ 
 
If so, have you been accepted in the activity listed above?        Yes ____  No ____ 
 
Please attach: 
• A brief (100 words or less) explanation of what you expect to gain from your music experience. 
• Proof of your acceptance into the program (if not yet received, send under separate cover.) 
 
___________________________________        ____________________________________ 
Student Signature     Parent Signature 

No applications will be accepted that are postmarked after June 1, 2008. 


