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A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their directors. This
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

ARTS EXPERIENCE & PERFORMANCE TOUR
On March 19 early in the morning, 70 OHS
orchestra students and 10 chaperones will travel to
Cleveland/Oberlin, Ohio for an
arts experience trip and
performance tour. The
itinerary will include a stop at
Perrysburg High School in
western Ohio for an orchestra
exchange, the Cleveland Orchestra
concert, clinic at Oberlin Conservatory with
conductor Bridget Reischl, tour of Oberlin
College, Museum OF CONTEMPORARY ART in

Cleveland, 20CK ANO RoLL HALL oF
FAME and HAZO 00K CAFE lunch, O N
Cleveland Zoo, Cleveland :"(

P|ayhouse production
of "Pride and Prejudice," a couple of nice dinners
out, a little shopping and lots of fun on 2 buses
with friends. Bus transportation costs will be
supported in part by the Friends of the Orchestra.

o

® s,

We are studying Britten's "Simple Symphony," which
is anything but simple, in preparation for the March
18 OHS concert and also for the tour. The OHS
orchestras are busy perfecting Britten's Simple
Symphony; all four movements, to understand
sonata-allegro form, to admire

the British composer who wrote

the piano tunes at age 10 and

0 arranged them so skillfully for
/@ orchestra at age 19, to perform
(\-) them for parents on March 18
and for Bridget Reischl
(Oberlin Conservatory) on
March 20 in Ohio.

Next FOTOoV keeting
o%rcé 77, 2008 7 pm.
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*Please note: Some dates and/or times may change.
Watch for communications from directors

Thursday, February 28
RCI 5th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m —RCI Cafeteria

Monday, March 3
Prairie View Orchestra Recital
6:30 p.m. — RCI Cafeteria

Tuesday, March 4
RCI 6th Grade Recital
1st hour - 6:15 p.m.
6th hour - 7:30 p.m.
at RCI Cafeteria

Monday, March 10
Brooklyn Orchestra Recital
7:00 p.m — Brooklyn Elementary

Tuesday, March 11
Netherwood Knoll Orchestra
7:00 p.m. — RCI Cafeteria

Tuesday, March 18
OHS Orchestras
6:30 p.m. — OHS PAC
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By Robin Potter
The girl’s basketball season is almost over and the
teams are doing well. Our ‘team’ of volunteers and
donors has also done a great job. As the newsletter
goes to press there is one game remaining so our
final profit won’t be known until our next
newsletter, but we will meet our income goal which
was to take in $2100 over our 7 home games this
year.

The concession stand can’t run without volunteers
and I would like to personally thank all of the
families who donated time and money to make our
concessions successful.

Please thank these people when you see
them and consider adding your name to
this list next year!

The Blanchard family

The Thompson family-John, Paul and Clara

The Vallo family-Cody, Chris and Christine

The Frankson family-Lara, Karen and Dave;

Liz and Gina Harlow

The LeBrun family-Maddie, Nina, Alex and
Susie

The Hagen family-Sydney, Shelbey and Julie,

Makyla Resch

The Weber family-Drew, Allison (twice!) and
Matt

Neil and Judy Belanus

Steve Potter

Emily and Suzie Reinicke

The Frautchiger family-Lizzy, Will and Diane

Andrea and Peggy Jacobson

Jere and Ellen Bauer

hank Y ou WV ery IVluch

Elementary String Summer Music Camp
Information can be found on the Wisconsin
String Teachers Association website:

www.wi-asta.org Click on Summer Camps
to get information and registration forms.
See more information on page 5.




FOR SALE

Eastman 305 Violin
-- 4/4 size

Excellent wood bow,
case in very good
condition and Kun collgpsible shoulder rest
Asking $1400.00

Call Laurie 835-7046

KUN collgpsible shoulder rest for 4/4
violin, like new! $25 835-2422
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Students are very busy preparing for their
upcoming recitals. The Sth grade orchestra
students will be performing their recital on
February 28th beginning at 7:00 in the RCI
cafeteria. Many students at this point in the
year can play a whole recital by themselves!
Mrs. Fenske is very impressed by the skills
that many of the students have developed
over the year. They have come so far!

The 6th grade students will be splitting their
recital on March 4th due to the large number
of students involved. The 1st hour class will
begin their recital at 6:15 and the 6th hour
class will begin their recital at 7:30. Many
songs we have played in class are related to
what 6th grade students are learning in their
social studies curriculum on Canada and
Latin America.

6th grade students
are also welcome
to join us after
school on
Mondays for a
fiddling class from
3:20-4:00 p.m. in
the RCI orchestra

CoolChers.com

room. There is no sign up for the class.
Interested students should try to come to
class in the next couple of weeks so they don't
fall too far behind.

www.oregonfoto.org
You can find past issues of 7he Bridge as well
as ofher information you may need including
links to inferesting string music websites.
Check it out!

Donations to FOTO are always welcome and
are tax-deductible. Send donations to:
Friends of the Orchestra
c/o Kate Brethauer, Treasurer
296 North Main Street
Oregon, WI 53575

THANK YOU

To all of our Building Rep Volunteers.

Volunteers for the 2007-2008 year are:
Brooklyn Elementary
Rochelle Hallinan

Susie LeBrun

Netherwood Knoll Elementary
Courtney Odorico

Prairie View Elementary

Jo Temte

Rome Corners Intermediate
6™  Karen Weber

Oregon Middle School

7™ Rochelle Hallinan

8" Karen Weber

8" Patty Subach

Oregon High School

Ellen Connor

Ellen McAllister

If you are interested in helping out with this volunteer
opportunity, please contact Kate Hughes atf
howiepat225@aol.com.

FOTO MAGAZINE SALES
We continue to receive proceeds from our
magazine sale through internet orders and
from the postcard booklets that were
completed during the sale. Our estimated
profit to date is $4500. Remember you can
always order or renew magazine
subscriptions anytime by going to the FOTO
website and clicking on the "QSP" link.




4" grade Orchestra News
by Rebecca Eggerichs and Adele Mann
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Prairie View, Brooklyn and Netherwood Knoll
are working hard to get ready for our
upcoming recital concerts where students
have chosen their own pieces to play either
alone or with a small group and also prepare
some large group pieces. We are working
hard on reading notes on the staff and
learning lots of new types of music. This can
sometimes feel frustrating to a student but we
want both students and parents to know this
is a skill that takes time and we as string
teachers understand this. Just like other
subjects, some students will learn this
concept faster than others — and that is just
fine. Long range benefits of a task only come
from long range commitment and dedication.

This is the time of year when some students’
interest dips. This is completely normal.
Playing their instrument is not “new” and the
work progresses. We are working hard to find
fun and different things to do at school, but
we are asking for parents to help keep their
students motivated at home with some EXTRA
encouragement during the next few weeks.

In the Prairie View Orchestra we are working
on the pieces students have chosen. We have
a wide variety and are looking forward to their
performances. We are also working on playing
pieces at different tempos (speeds), playing in
a round, playing variations on a theme
including playing on two strings at one time!,
playing a scale and playing C natural. We
also did a mini composition exercise where
students finished a line of music.

Netherwood Knoll and Brooklyn orchestra are
also working on their recital piece choices,
playing pieces at different tempos, playing in a
round, learning the difference between sharps
and naturals and playing two strings at a

time. Many students have already completed
their main recital song and are learning more.

With all the snow days, we have missed some
small group instruction time, yet the students
are doing well preparing their pieces for the
concert. Please make sure your orchestra
student is practicing their required amount
and turning in their goal sheets.

WISTA (Wisconsin String Teachers
Association) Orchestra Summer Camp 2008 is
taking applications. This camp is perfect for
orchestra students of this age. Itis a 3 day, 2
night music camp. If you are interested,
please pick up a brochure from your orchestra
teacher or email your orchestra teacher and
she can send one home with your child.

FOTO (Friends of the Orchestra) will
reimburse $50 of the fee.

Summer orchestra instruction will again
be offered this summer. Your student can
take 1 and up to 5 lessons a week. Watch
for the summer school sign up coming
soon! You must sign up through the
district summer school office (which can
be done online) before signing up for a
specific lesson time. The scheduling
request forms MUST be turned into your
orchestra teacher. More information will
be coming your way on this.

RCI sign up will also be happening in the
spring. If your child enjoys playing, they
should sign up for RCI orchestra. Most
students are more than able to take more
than one instrument. Please contact your
orchestra teacher if you have questions.

After the recital concert the fourth grade
students will be learning:
e more variations to Bile Them
Cabbage
e more fiddle tunes for Pioneer Day
(Netherwood and Prairie View)
e a blues pieces and how to swing the
eighth notes
e more sound effects
e lots and lots of music!!!




SCLNMMER cAMP INFORMATION

Students who are interested in attending a
summer camp have lots of options. The
WISTA Orchestra Camp is open to students
finishing grades 4-6 and has 3 different
sessions during the summer. The 3 day camp
is a great way to meet other students around
the state who love music.

The UW-Madison Music Clinic has 2 sessions.
The junior session is for middle school
students (completed 6-8 grades) and meets
from June 15-21. Students can choose to live
in the dorms or commute from home. The
tuition for commuters is $325 and $495 for
those staying in the dorms.

Another opportunity in the Madison area is the
Prelude Music Day Camp for students entering
grades 5-8. This camp meets from August 3-9
at the Bishop O'Connor Center in Madison.
The tuition is $400.

Web sites for all 3 camps are listed below if
you would like more information.

WISTA Orchestra Camp - www.wi-asta.orq

UW-Madison Summer Music Clinic
http://www.dcs.wisc.edu/smc/

Prelude Music Day Camp
http://www.preludemusic.org/

Friends of the Orchestra Board

President - Kate Hughes 835-3799
howiepat225@aol.com

Vice President - Position Open

Treasurer - Kate Brethauer

brethauer@charter.net

Secretary - Bev Meyer
mcmeyer@wisc.edu

Bridge Editor - Ellen McAllister 835-5225
eimcall@charter.net

Contact us if you need more information.

MORE Orchestra Happenings
at Oregon High School...

Matt Turner, world renowned jazz cellist, has been
visiting us over the last two weeks to introduce
improvisation ideas; using blues, Arabic scales,
ostinato layers and avant garde techniques. His
calm supportive manner and electrifying technique
is keeping us mesmerized. He will also be joining us
for our March 18 concert (6:30 p.m. in the PAC).

Solo & Ensemble Festival

Many students are putting the finishing touches on
their Solo/Ensemble Festival solos with a few duets
thrown in. The Keltoids and the freshman Jam
Band will also be performing at Verona Area High
School on Saturday, March 1. Afternoon times
have been requested for WYSO members.

Scheduled times will be out at the beginning of the
last week in February.

Accompanist Andrew Abrams is once again working
for us and boy, is he working this year! If your
student has another option for an accompanist,
please contact Ms. Sanyer as soon as possible.

Scholarships will be available to string students
enrolled in the Oregon School District Orchestra
programs who submit an application to the FOTO
Scholarship Committee by the deadline of June 1,
2008. Scholarships will be granted for the purpose
of participation in special string music opportunities
such as music camp, music clinic, bass camp, etc.
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Scholarships are available to string students enrolled in the Oregon School District Orchestra programs who
submit an application to the FOTO Scholarship Committee by the deadline listed below. Scholarships will be
granted for the purpose of participation in special string music opportunities, such as music clinic, music camp,
bass clinic, etc.

Any student interested in receiving a scholarship should complete and * + *

) $ R o C C (¢ Only
one scholarship per student, per school year will be granted. The scholarship stipend is sent upon proof of
acceptance into the clinic, camp or workshop.

If you have any questions, please contact your orchestra director:
OHS - Ms. Leyla Sanyer, OMS - Ms. Wendy Buehl, RCI - Ms. Maggie Fenske, PVE - Ms. Adele Mann, NKE and
BKE - Ms. Rebecca Eggerichs.

Mail completed applications C 4 5 6*1223to:
Friends of the Orchestra

c/o Kate Brethauer, Treasurer

296 North Main Street

Oregon, WI 53575

Questions, please contact FOTO Treasurer Kate Brethauer at brethauer(@charter.net

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE INSTRUMENT

GRADE (in Fall 2008)

MUSIC ACTIVITY YOU PLAN TO ATTEND (include dates and location)

Fee for this activity

Have you applied to participate in the activity listed above? Yes No
If so, have you been accepted in the activity listed above? Yes No
, 7

e A brief (100 words or less) explanation of what you expect to gain from your music experience.
e Proof of your acceptance into the program (if not yet received, send under separate cover.)

Student Signature Parent Signature

+ oo C 4 5 61223




