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Vol. XXI, No. II                      December 2007 

A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra    

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4 
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their directors.  This 
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support. 

 

    

Upcoming Winter Concert Dates 
*Please note: Some dates and/or times may change. 

Watch for communications from directors 

Brooklyn Orchestra & ChoirBrooklyn Orchestra & ChoirBrooklyn Orchestra & ChoirBrooklyn Orchestra & Choir    
December 10, 2007December 10, 2007December 10, 2007December 10, 2007    

6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm at Brooklyn Elementary at Brooklyn Elementary at Brooklyn Elementary at Brooklyn Elementary    
 

RCI Orchestras & ChoirRCI Orchestras & ChoirRCI Orchestras & ChoirRCI Orchestras & Choir    
December 11, 2007December 11, 2007December 11, 2007December 11, 2007    

7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm    at at at at OOOOregon High School regon High School regon High School regon High School PACPACPACPAC    
 

OHS OrchestrasOHS OrchestrasOHS OrchestrasOHS Orchestras    
December 13, 2007December 13, 2007December 13, 2007December 13, 2007    

7:30 p7:30 p7:30 p7:30 pm at m at m at m at OOOOregon regon regon regon HHHHigh igh igh igh SSSSchool chool chool chool PACPACPACPAC    
 

NKE/PVE OrcNKE/PVE OrcNKE/PVE OrcNKE/PVE Orchestras & Choirshestras & Choirshestras & Choirshestras & Choirs    
December 18, 2007December 18, 2007December 18, 2007December 18, 2007    

6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm at Oregon High School PAC at Oregon High School PAC at Oregon High School PAC at Oregon High School PAC    

    
Admit Everyone!!! 

www.oregonfoto.org 
You can find past issues of The Bridge as well 
as other information you may need including 

links to interesting string music websites.  

Check it out! 

Next FOTO MeetingNext FOTO MeetingNext FOTO MeetingNext FOTO Meeting−−−−        

January 8, 2008January 8, 2008January 8, 2008January 8, 2008    – 7 p.m. 7 p.m. 7 p.m. 7 p.m.    
                                    Please Join Please Join Please Join Please Join UUUUs!s!s!s!    

SEE INSIDE for more… 
BB Concessions………page 2 
4th grade news……….page 3 
Gift Ideas……………..page 4 
News from RCI……..page 5 
Volunteers Needed…page 5 

Thank You to all who 
participated in the magazine sale fundraiser.  
To date, we have over $10,000 in orders and 
FOTO will receive 40% of gross sales.  Please 
remember that magazines can be ordered or 
renewed at anytime.   Simply go to the FOTO 
website and click on the QSP link.  FOTO will 
continue to receive 40% of sales all year long.  
Funds go toward supporting many orchestra 
projects like scholarships for string music 
camps. 

Magazines make great holiday gifts!Magazines make great holiday gifts!Magazines make great holiday gifts!Magazines make great holiday gifts!    
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Over the years, it has become a tradition in 

the Oregon Orchestra for the senior 

members of the class to present a framed 

collection of their individual photographs to 

the orchestra director at the last concert 

of the year in May.  The 

past years’ framed photo 

collections currently hang 

on the walls of the Oregon 

High School orchestra 

room and are a wonderful 

historical record for all to 

observe, and will be 

enjoyed for years to 

come.   

 

Realizing that the cost of professionally 

framing can be considerable, and because we 

feel it is important to use materials that will 

create a lasting record, the Oregon Friends 

of the Orchestra (FOTO) has recently 

voted to contribute toward the framing 

expenses for each senior orchestra class.    

 

 
Girl’s Basketball Concessions Fundraising 
The girl’s basketball season is in full swing with 
2 games in December, 2 in January and 3 in 
February.  Thanks to all of the families, some 
new and some returning, who have 
volunteered to help at the concession stand.   
 
Thanks also to the Blanchard, Belanus and 
LeBrun families for their donations to help 
cover our expenses.   
 
Volunteers are still needed for the January 3, 
February 7 and February 15 games.  If you can 
help out please contact Robin Potter at 835-
3007 or rlpotter@wisc.edu. 
 

Congratulations 
to the members of the pit orchestra for the  

OHS theatre department’s production of 

Oliver! 
What a wonderful performance in November!  

What professional musicianship! 

Violin - 
Lindsey Nytes    Jenna Sanford 

Anna Brukner   Erik Johnson 

Mazie Kading   Karen McGregor 

Cori Olson   Elise Niemeyer 

Eva Meyer 

Viola - 
Eloise Heydenrych  Rob Owen 

Hannah McAllister  Shannon Bollig 

Cello - 
Patrick Mielke  Emma Downing 

Anya Walker 

Bass - 
KatiRose Johnston 

Percussion - 
Tom Bjoraker   Derek Daane 

Flute - 
Breanna Huston  Nick Hillary 

Mandy Bales 

Clarinet - 
Alli Fiedler   Robyn Wallin 

Bassoon - 
Joe Connor (sax) 

Trumpet - 
Toni Rockholt  Joseph Sundell 

French horn -- 
Ashley Steinberg 

Trombone - 
Ben Green   Kelsey Webber 

 
Donations to FOTO are always welcome and 

are tax-deductible.  Send donations to:  

Friends of the Orchestra 

c/o Kate Brethauer, Treasurer 

296 North Main Street 

Oregon, WI 53575 

 

Remember to save and send us your  
Bill’s Receipts with the orange sticker –  

Drop off in any orchestra classroom!
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Fabulous 4

th
 grade Orchestra News 

All fourth graders went on a wonderful field trip to 
see the Madison Symphony Orchestra play music 
based on the theme of nature.  They heard works by 
Mendelssohn, Beethoven, Handel, de Falla, Duke 
Ellington and Strauss.  They also saw a student 
pianist that was outstanding.  He was in eighth 
grade and performed with a live symphony!  
Students were well behaved and polite.  Many had 
never experienced a live symphony orchestra or the 
Overture Center so it was a magical experience. 
 

The fourth grade string players are well on their way 
to the first concert!  They all have learned their 
music and are working on getting it “polished” and 
learning our new concert story “The Adventures of 
Mr. Thumb Guy” that uses the music they know 
along with some fun sound effects.   
 
Here is the schedule of night and day concerts for 
all three elementary schools.   
 
Brooklyn Elementary: 
December 10th at 1:45 
 In school concert at Brooklyn 
December 10th at 6:30  
 Evening concert at Brooklyn* 

*students should arrive at 6:10 to get tuned and 

seated 

 
Netherwood Knoll and Prairie View: 

*All students need to bring their instruments 

and music to school. 
December 18th at 1:15  
 Combined concert rehearsal 

*All students bring their instruments and music 

home  
December 18th at 6:30 p.m.  
 Evening concert at Oregon High School 

*students should arrive at Oregon High School 

at 6:00 to get tuned and seated. 

*Prairie View students need to bring their 

instruments and music to school the next day! 

Prairie View: 
December 19th at 1:55   
 In school concert at Prairie View 
Netherwood Knoll: 
December 21st at 1:00  
 In school concert at Netherwood Knoll 

 

Coming up for 4th grade orchestra: 
Students will be receiving a new book “Tunes for 
Strings”.  We will be using this book the rest of 4th 
grade and most of 5th grade. This book was created 
by Margaret Fenske, the RCI orchestra teacher.  She 
has won many composition awards and is a 
published composer.  She also plays with the 
Madison Symphony and is a member of the 
Camerata Quartet.  She has graciously allowed us to 
publish and give Oregon orchestra students her 
book.  Please encourage your orchestra student to 
take care of this book and bring it to every lesson. 
 
We will be using this book to learn many new songs 
and prepare for a recital concert where they choose 
the piece(s) they would like to play.  We will also 
be learning a few group pieces we will play as an 
orchestra for the recital concert.   
 
We will also begin to prepare for Pioneer Day 
performance by learning several fiddle tunes.  That 
is always a fun day! 
 
If you ever have any questions, don’t hesitate to 
contact your orchestra teacher: 

Rebecca Eggerichs NKE 835-4195 or BKE 835-
4532 or e-mail at rle@oregon.k12.wi.us 

Adele Mann PVE 835-4262 or e-mail at  
akm@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

Thank you for all your support! 
 

OREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORSOREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORSOREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORSOREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORS: 
Oregon High SchoolOregon High SchoolOregon High SchoolOregon High School -- Leyla Sanyer  
835-4403 les@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

Oregon Middle SchoolOregon Middle SchoolOregon Middle SchoolOregon Middle School -- Wendy Buehl 
835-4819 wjb@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 
RCI RCI RCI RCI --------    Margaret (Maggie) Fenske 
835-4721 maf@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

PrairiePrairiePrairiePrairie View Elementary View Elementary View Elementary View Elementary -- Adele Mann 
835-4262 akm@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

Netherwood Knoll & BrooklynNetherwood Knoll & BrooklynNetherwood Knoll & BrooklynNetherwood Knoll & Brooklyn -- Rebecca Eggerichs 
835-5195 rle@oregon.k12.wi.us 
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Need a Gift Idea for that Special String Player?  

Here are some ideas from the Oregon Orchestra faculty: 

 
♫ Music stand (Hamilton black or folding...lots of 
fun new colors) 

♫ Cleaning supplies (specially formulated for 
string instruments)...cleaner/polish, soft cloth, 
peg compound 

♫ Gift certificate for sheet music and supplies 
from Ward Brodt 

♫ Gift certificate for CDs from Barnes and Noble 
♫ Ticket to a concert - 
Check out the local arts section of the 
newspaper 
Overture Center box office  
Madison Symphony Orchestra website 

      www.portalwisconsin.org  
♫ Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. $24 
♫ Metronome - the Sabine "Metrotune" is both 
tuner and metronome, approx $34 

♫ Software for writing music on the computer:  
PrintMusic ($69.95 on their website) or Finale ( 
around $600)  : ) 

♫ New instrument and/or bow (Eastman)  
Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) or Charles 
Pinckney (442-0416).    
In all cases let student choose an instrument in 
your price range and/or check with teacher for 
advice ... we love to help!! 

♫ Look into composite or carbon fiber 
bows...they're more durable than inexpensive 
wood bows and worth the money. 

 

 
 
 

 

Violinists 
♫ Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case 

cover) 
♫ Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in 

cases) 
♫ Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: 

Joshua Bell, Midori, Itzhak Perlman, Nadia Salerno-
Sonnenburg, Gil Shaham, Eroica Trio, Emerson 
Quartet, any  Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 

      Minnesota, etc. 
 

Violists 
♫ Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case 

cover) make sure to measure viola for good fit 
♫ Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in 

cases) 
♫ Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Kim 

Kashkashian, Eric Shumsky, Walter Primrose, Patricia 
McCarthy, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony 
Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc. 

 

Cellists 
♫ Rosin (Jade or Hill) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Yo Yo 

Ma, Jacqueline Du Pre, Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell, 
Eroice Trio, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony 
Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc. 

   Bassists 
♫ Wheel for endpin of bass - check with Henry Boehm 

at the Bass Workshop in Madison 
♫ Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's) 
♫ Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Gary 

Carr, Edgar Meyer, Mark Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron 
Carter (jazz), any Symphony Orchestra from 
Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, 
etc. 
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Orchestra News from RCI  
 By Margaret Fenske 
Students have been working hard on preparing for 
their December 11th concert at the Oregon 
Performing Arts Center.  Students have come so 
far in the last few months!  Students who wish to 
check out additional music books to practice for fun 
over the long winter break should contact Mrs. 
Fenske on Friday, December 21.  Since we have 
limited copies of many movie and Disney books, 
students may check them out after 3:00 p.m. on 
the last day before winter break.   We also have 
several different books with Christmas, Hanukkah 
and winter favorites that students may check out as 
well.  Students should return them when they 
return from our winter break.  Parents, if you are 
thinking of purchasing any music for your child as a 
present, feel free to contact any of the orchestra 
teachers for suggestions.  There are many well 
written music books that we can recommend as 
well as a few that do not work for younger players 
and would be frustrating to play.  As a general rule 
with younger string players, it is not a good idea to 
purchase music that has flats in the key signature 
(hopefully your child knows what that means) or 
music books that have difficult "pop" rhythms.   
 
We often have excited students who just received a 
new instrument as a present over the holidays.  
Parents, please remember that there are no "deals" 
out there for a quality string instrument.  We can 
recommend several dealers that have comparable 
instruments that students are now renting at very 
reasonable prices.  If you purchase a violin as a 
"Wal-Mart" or "E-Bay" special, we know from 
experience that it will be difficult to stay in tune, will 
be set up with improperly adjusted bridges, pegs, 
strings and fine tuners.   Occasionally, parents will 
get lucky and find a reputable violin maker on the 
internet but at least 80-90% of what you see on the 
web searches for cheaper string instruments that 
should never be played by a serious student.  
These instruments would cost more to fix than it 
would be to purchase from a reputable dealer.  We 
also know that our contacts who repair string 
instruments would not even try to fix a poorly made 
violin/viola/cello.  The best thing parents can do for 
their child is find the time to meet at a place that 
will have several instruments to try.  We are happy 
to meet you somewhere as well to help you listen 
to the different instruments.  We have seen too 
often the difficulty and frustration that a student 
has when their new instrument does not work or 
sound right. 

 

Building Reps: Volunteers Needed 
Thanks to all of you who have volunteered to 
fill the spots needed for the Building Reps at 
each school.  We are still in need of some 
volunteers as referenced below.  Building 
Reps assist the Orchestra teacher(s) before 
each concert with organizing the kids and their 
instruments before they perform.  Also, the 
Reps organize, purchase and serve the treats 
for the kids at their last Concert/Recital at the 
end of the year.  FOTO provides the funding 
for the treats.  Basically, the Reps work with 
their Orchestra Director to assist where 
needed for concerts and possibly field trips, if 
you are available.  If you are interested in 
helping out with this volunteer opportunity 
or have any questions, please contact Kate 
Hughes at howiepat225@aol.com.    
 
Volunteers for the 2007-2008 school year are: 
Brooklyn Elementary 
 Rochelle Hallinan  
 Susie LeBrun 
Netherwood Knoll Elementary 
 Courtney Odorico 
Prairie View Elementary  
 Jo Temte 
Rome Corners Intermediate 
 5

th 
Grade 2 volunteers needed 

 6
th  
Grade Karen Weber 

   1 volunteer needed 
Oregon Middle School 
 7

th 
 Grade 2 volunteers needed 

 8
th  
Grade Karen Weber  

   1 volunteer needed 
Oregon High School   
 Ellen McAllister 
 Ellen Connor 

Friends of the Orchestra Board 
President - Kate Hughes 835-3799 

 howiepat225@aol.com 

Vice President - Position Open 
Treasurer - Kate Brethauer 
 brethauer@charter.net 

Secretary - Bev Meyer 

 mcmeyer@wisc.edu 

Bridge Editor - Ellen McAllister 835-5225 

 ejmcall@charter.net  

Contact us if you need more information. 


