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Vol. XXI, No. I                       October 2007 

A Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the OrchestraA Newsletter for Oregon Friends of the Orchestra    

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra students, grades 4 
through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to provide support to their directors.  This 
mission will be accomplished through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support. 

WWWWELCOME FFFFRIENDS  by Kate Hughes– FOTO President 

Welcome to the 2007-2008 school year.  We look 
forward to engaging all Orchestra parents in the power 
of music performed by our children.  We would like to 
introduce all parents to Friends of the Orchestra 
(FOTO), which is a parent-led group that supports the 
Orchestra program (grades 4-12) and raises money to 

assist with this support. 

 
 
FOTO’s goals are to empower the students to pursue 
their musical aspirations and enhance their performance 
skills by participating in the Oregon School District’s 
string program.  FOTO assisted orchestra students in the 
following ways during the past school year: 

• Provided the buses to the Madison Symphony for the 
elementary and RCI students and the buses to the 
Milwaukee Symphony for the Oregon Middle School 
students.  

• Provided refreshments after the Spring Recitals for 
the elementary, RCI and Middle School students. 

• Awarded $2,120 in scholarships for summer camps 
and clinics for grades 4-12. 
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 Page 3 - Buying an Instrument? 
 Page 3 – RCI Music Challenges 
 Page 4 - Fourth Grade News 
 Page 5 – Volunteer Opportunity! 

 

See See See See Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra 

Clothing Sale Clothing Sale Clothing Sale Clothing Sale                                                     

Ordering Ordering Ordering Ordering     

InformationInformationInformationInformation    ------------        
Order by Order by Order by Order by 

November 9, 2007November 9, 2007November 9, 2007November 9, 2007    
 

• Provided support for the High School 
students attending a trip to Minneapolis.    

• Provided support for the Commissioning 
Project in the 2006-2007 school year.  
Composers Eric Ewazen and Catherine 
McMichael were commissioned to create 
musical scores for the Middle School and 
High School orchestras.  They both worked 
with the student Orchestras prior to the 

performances.  
• Awarded four $300 scholarships to Oregon 

High School Orchestra Seniors. 
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UPCOMING CONCERT DATESUPCOMING CONCERT DATESUPCOMING CONCERT DATESUPCOMING CONCERT DATES    
*Please note: Some dates may change. 

Watch for communications from directors 

    
    
October 22, 2007October 22, 2007October 22, 2007October 22, 2007                                        
7:30 pm  7:30 pm  7:30 pm  7:30 pm                              OHSOHSOHSOHS----PACPACPACPAC    
OHS Orchestras 
 
November 27, 2007November 27, 2007November 27, 2007November 27, 2007                        
7:7:7:7:00 pm00 pm00 pm00 pm                                OHSOHSOHSOHS----PACPACPACPAC    
OMS Orchestras 
 
December 10, 2007December 10, 2007December 10, 2007December 10, 2007                                6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm                                                              BKE  BKE  BKE  BKE    
Brooklyn Orchestra & Choir   
 
December 11, 2007December 11, 2007December 11, 2007December 11, 2007                                    7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm7:00 pm                             OHS OHS OHS OHS----PACPACPACPAC    
RCI Orchestras & Choir 
 
December 13, 2007December 13, 2007December 13, 2007December 13, 2007                                    7:30 p7:30 p7:30 p7:30 pm       m       m       m        OHS OHS OHS OHS----PACPACPACPAC    
OHS Orchestras 
 
December 18, 2007December 18, 2007December 18, 2007December 18, 2007                                    6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm6:30 pm                          OHS  OHS  OHS  OHS----PACPACPACPAC    
NKE/PVE Orchestras & Choirs 
 

OREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORSOREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORSOREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORSOREGON ORCHESTRA DIRECTORS: 
 

Oregon High SchoolOregon High SchoolOregon High SchoolOregon High School -- Leyla Sanyer  

835-4403 les@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 
Oregon Middle SchoolOregon Middle SchoolOregon Middle SchoolOregon Middle School -- Wendy Buehl 

835-4819 wjb@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

RCI RCI RCI RCI --------    Margaret (Maggie) Fenske 

835-4721 maf@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

PrairiePrairiePrairiePrairie View Elementary View Elementary View Elementary View Elementary -- Adele Mann,  

835-4262 akm@oregon.k12.wi.us 
 

Netherwood Knoll & BrooklynNetherwood Knoll & BrooklynNetherwood Knoll & BrooklynNetherwood Knoll & Brooklyn -- Rebecca Eggerichs 

835-4195 rle@oregon.k12.wi.us 

 

    
    
    

Welcome AboardWelcome AboardWelcome AboardWelcome Aboard!  !  !  !      
 Elisabeth Petersen, student teacher 
from Luther College, is currently working 
with students at Oregon High School, Oregon 
Middle School, Rome Corners Intermediate 
School, and Netherwood Elementary School.  
Elisabeth grew up in Mequon, WI and began 
playing violin in fourth grade in the public 
school.  Right before entering high school, she 
started playing viola and played viola in 
Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra, and 
Pit Orchestra throughout her years at 
Homestead High School. She also taught 
private lessons to younger students and was an 
active member of the choral program.  In 2001, 
she played viola in the WSMA Honors 
Orchestra.  
 In 2003, she began her studies at Luther 
College in Decorah, IA where she majored in 
Music and minored in Music Education.  
Throughout college, she played viola in the 
Chamber Orchestra and Symphony Orchestra 
at Luther, serving as principal for both 
ensembles for three years and traveling with 
the Symphony Orchestra to Vienna, Austria 
her senior year. She also performed with a 
viola quartet, string quartet, and string trio.  In 
her spare time, she taught private lessons to 
several violin and viola students from Decorah. 
In the summers, she taught string students in 
Mequon, WI and Greendale, WI during their 
summer string programs.  The past two 
summers, she was a camp counselor for the 
Dorian Summer Music Camp at Luther 
College.   
 Elisabeth will be student teaching in 
Oregon through the middle of December.  She 
is getting married at the end of December and 
moving to Sumner, IA in January where her 
future husband, Ben, is a high school band 
director.  In Iowa, Elisabeth will be searching 
for string teaching jobs in public schools near 
Sumner and hopes to audition for a local 
symphony. Elisabeth is really enjoying 
working with the teachers and students here in 
Oregon.  
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Is it time to buy an instrument for your 

orchestra student? 
Here are some things to consider: 

�  Purchase from a local dealer or store. 

Your child can compare the tone on 

different instruments and really 

choose one.  Internet purchases are 

also high risk and returns can be 

difficult. 

�  Costs can be deceiving. 

If a string instrument costs less than 

$600 it usually is not worth it.  The 

costs in repairs later will outweigh 

the original savings.  Save until you 

can afford a better buy!! 

�  Make arrangements for your child’s string 

teacher to look at any instrument you 

are planning to buy.  We would all 

be happy to help you! 

�  Check with your child’s teachers for advice on 

local options for purchase.   

 The longer you rent the more money 

you are taking from yourself as you 

save to purchase.  Students who are 

ready for a full size instrument 

should consider purchase if it’s 

financially feasible.  This may be in 

6th-8th grade. 

�  Many instruments are strong enough quality that 

they could be sold for close to the 

same price that was paid in the first 

place.  Check with your teacher. 

�  Students who play on their own instrument feel 

a renewed sense of commitment and 

enjoy making music!   They also 

sound better and learn faster!! 

 

 

 

                   

 

Fall 2007 - News from RCI 
   By Mrs. Fenske 
 Students at Rome Corners are filling the 

orchestra room with lots of great music! Students are 

often coming into the orchestra room very early in the 

morning to practice.  Some things 6th grade students are 

learning about are: expressive ways to pay their 

instruments, 3rd position shifting for violin and viola 

players, thumb position for cello players, early vibrato 

exercises, how to lead a music ensemble with gestures 

and how to read a music score.  With the focus on 

shifting and vibrato, it is even more critical that violin 

and viola players have a sponge or shoulder rest when 

they play.  Students who don't have these will have 

difficulty with tension and poor posture.  It gets harder 

to fix these problems as they play their instrument over 

the next few years.  Please let your orchestra teacher 

know if you have any questions about these.  We will be 

including gift ideas in the next issue of the Bridge.  Mrs. 

Fenske hopes to start a 6th grade fiddling class in 

November.  We will have a survey to determine what 

the best day is for students. 

 5th grade students began the year learning the 

skill of tuning their own instrument.  Having some type 

of tuner at home really does help.  One of the best 

inexpensive tuners is the Korg CA-30 Chromatic Tuner.  

Ward Brodt has these in stock for about $25.  There are 

many other tuners out there and a home keyboard can be 

just fine.  It takes time for students to develop the skill 

to know whether a note is too high or too low.  The 

students have really learned a lot about how to tune in 

the last month.  5th grade students are also learning a 

little about how finger patterns work differently between 

D major and G major keys.  We have learned "Happy 

Birthday" by ear and each orchestra had the chance to go 

play for a favorite teacher who had a birthday. 

 Parents, please put December 11th down on 

your calendars.  Our first concert of the year will be at 

the Oregon High School Performing Art Center on 

December 11th, beginning at 7:00.  Students should plan 

to meet in the high school orchestra room by 6:30 for 

tuning.  I am looking forward to a wonderful concert! 
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Fabulous & Fantastic Fabulous & Fantastic Fabulous & Fantastic Fabulous & Fantastic     

4444thththth grade Orchestra News  grade Orchestra News  grade Orchestra News  grade Orchestra News     
By Mrs. Adele Mann and Ms. Rebecca Eggerichs 

WOW!!  It has been another wild and crazy 

beginning of the school year and we have another 

bumper crop of 4th grade string players!  

Congratulations on starting your journey in the 

Oregon String Program☺ 

 

Students:   

� Check your schedule.  Make sure you know 

what day(s) you have your lesson so you can 

come prepared to play. 

o Violins and Violas:  You need your 

instrument and your music with you at every 

lesson 

o Cellos and Basses:   You need your music 

with you at every lesson 

� Check your goal sheet every time you practice 

so you know what thing you should be 

practicing.  Make sure you get through 

everything on your goal sheet so you are 

prepared for your lesson.  It doesn’t have to be 

perfect, but we want you to do your best. 

� Bring your signed goal sheet to every lesson and 

get a new one.  That way you always know what 

to practice that week!! 

 

Parents: 

� Take a look at the schedule that comes home 

with your string student and help them read it.  

Their lessons will always be on the same day, 

but will rotate so students don’t miss the same 

class each week.   

� Help your student to remember their instrument 

and music on orchestra day(s).  This should get 

easier as students get more lessons under their 

belts.  Remembering their instrument and music 

will help them be more successful in orchestra. 

� Students should be bringing you their goal sheet 

to be signed each week before their next lesson. 

� Check the concert schedule and make a note of 

the times and places for each school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What we are working on this trimester: 

� Reading the schedule 

� Filling out the goal sheet and returning it 

signed every week 

� Being prepared for class 

� Open string names 

� Learning how to put fingers on the strings 

� Reading notes 

� Beginning bow holds 

Other news: 

� Cellos, cellos and more cellos! 

� We have a large number of cellists this year 

and instruments are at a premium.  If you 

think your NKE or BKE child could bring 

their cello to school on their large group 

rehearsal day, please contact Ms. Eggerichs.  

(PVE please disregard – we are ok with 

cellos) 

� Please, please, please do not buy an 

instrument without consulting your orchestra 

teacher.  

� Take a look at our annual fundraiser – QSP 

Magazine Sale – Order or renew anytime at 

www.qsp.com and use the Friends of the 

Oregon Orchestra I.D. # 425007676. 

� Keep collecting those Bill’s receipts.  Just 

ask the cashier to put an orange sticker on 

your receipt, bring them to the orchestra 

room and put them in the box.  Thank you 

for all your support.  

We are looking forward to a fantastic and We are looking forward to a fantastic and We are looking forward to a fantastic and We are looking forward to a fantastic and 
ffffabulous 4abulous 4abulous 4abulous 4thththth grade orchestra year!!!! grade orchestra year!!!! grade orchestra year!!!! grade orchestra year!!!!    
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Volunteer Opportunity-Help with Girl’s Basketball Concessions 2007-08 

Can you make microwave popcorn— hand someone bottled water or their favorite snack— or add $1.25 + .75 + .50?  

You think you can’t, but you can!  If you can do any of these things you can support FOTO by working in the concession 

stand for the Oregon girl’s basketball games this winter.  The Oregon girls will play 7 home games this year starting on 

December 7.  Things go very smoothly if we have a few adults working with 2-3 young people.—especially between 

games (7:00-7:45) and at halftime of the varsity game (8:00-8:30).  The stand will be set up and ready for you when you 

work, and you will have someone to ‘show you the ropes’ if you have not worked before.  I guarantee that you will have 

lots of fun while helping FOTO with a very important fundraiser. 

 

If you can’t give your time to work in the concession stand, please consider making a cash donation using the form 

below.  We will use all donations to purchase food and supplies, which will decrease our expenses and increase our 

profits!  

  Your contribution of $6.00 will buy 30 hot dogs that will make a profit of $30. 

Your contribution of $12 will buy 50 bags of microwave popcorn that will make a profit of $45. 

 

2007-2008 Girl’s Basketball Game Dates 
 

Friday, December 7, 2007 Friday, February 1, 2008 

Thursday, December 20, 2007 Thursday, February 7, 2008 

Thursday, January 3, 2008 Friday, February 15, 2008 

Friday, January 11, 2008  
 

If you are planning to volunteer, please contact Robin before Thanksgiving for the December games, and before 

winter break for the January and February games. THANKS so much for donating your valuable time!!! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

GIRLS BASKETBALL CONCESSIONS 

____ We will donate $_________ to Friends of the Orchestra to cover the purchase of food and supplies. 

          Please indicate ‘Basketball Concessions’ on the memo line. 

 

____ We would like to work one evening at the concession stand which is open from 6:00 to 8:45pm.   

          Please indicate the time that you can work_____________________________________________ 

 

Students Name(s) /Grade:__________________________ Estimated Number of Volunteers__________ 

 

Parent’s Name(s): _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number and/or email address_______________________________________________ 

 

Please mail this form to: Robin Potter, 5475 Marie Rd, Oregon 53575.    

Make checks payable to FRIENDS OF THE ORCHESTRA.  If you prefer, you may email your volunteer info directly to 

Robin at rlpotter@wisc.edu or you sign-up using the website, www.oregonfoto.org.   You may also contact Robin by 

phone at 835-3007.       

All of the profits will be used for the benefit of orchestra students in the Oregon School District.  Please volunteer 

to work or send a donation! Each contribution of time or money helps to make our orchestra program great!    

THANKS!!!   THANKS!!!   THANKS!!!   THANKS!!!   THANKS!!!   THANKS!!!
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PLEASE JOIN US!PLEASE JOIN US!PLEASE JOIN US!PLEASE JOIN US!    
FOTO Board Meetings are open to everyone. 

They are held in the Oregon High School 
Orchestra Room at 7:00 p.m. 

Future meeting dates:  
Monday, November 5, 2007 
Tuesday, January 8, 2008 
Tuesday, February 5, 2008 
Monday, March 17, 2008 
Monday, April 28, 2008 
Tuesday, June 3, 2008 Dinner with Directors 

 

Bill’s  “SUPPORTS OREGON” 

 
The Friends of the Orchestra extends a big thank 

you to everyone who has saved and turned in 

receipts from Bill’s Food Center.   

 

If you are not familiar with the SUPPORTS 

OREGON Receipts Program, here is how it works.  

Every time you shop at Bill’s Food Center, please 

ask for the orange ‘SUPPORTS OREGON’ sticker 

for your receipt.  Each Orchestra room has a box 

where you or your student can deposit your receipts.  

Several times a year the receipts are tallied up and 

turned in to Bill’s Food Center.  Bill’s then provides 

funding to the FOTO in the amount of 1% of the 

receipt totals. 

 

This is a very easy fund-raiser and it continues year 

round.  Encourage your neighbors, friends, and 

relatives to save their receipts to submit to our 

group also.  It is a great way to be involved with 

helping FOTO! 

 

Thanks again to Bill’s Food Center and to all the 

Friends helping with this fund raiser.   

Your contributions are greatly appreciatedo�

 
 

 

PLEASE check out the FOTO website for 
information on orchestra program advocacy, 

information on the arts in the curriculum and 

connections to the Oregon string faculty web 

pages.  Leyla Sanyer’s webpage has a 

calendar with important OHS orchestra dates!  

Visit the best location for school string info in 

southern Wisconsin at www.oregonfoto.org. 

 
 

 

2007-2008  
Friends of the Orchestra Board 
President - Kate Hughes 

Vice President - Position Open 

Treasurer - Kate Brethauer 

Secretary - Bev Meyer 

Bridge Editor - Ellen McAllister 

 

 


